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§(_7A large number of very interesting articles are 
waiting an insertion. But it is impossible that we should 
keep pace with the events and proceedings of the times. 


. 


§(_ 7” We continue the ‘‘great debate” in the senate; 
and now present our readers with Mr. Webster’s first 
speech. Mr. Hayne’s second, in reply, bas been receiv- 
ed, and fills thirteen and an half of the closely printed 
and capacious columns of the *‘National Intelligencer.” 
Mr. Webster’s rejoinder, we suppose, will occupy about 
the same space. Thus, all the extra room that we can 
spare, tor some time, is engaged, and what shall be 
done, in regard to certain other speeches, of Messrs. Ben- 
ton, Sprague, Holmes, Rowan, Barton, &e. must be left 
to future decisions. We cannot promise them now. 

Mr. Barton’s speech, from its peculiar manner and 
character, will probably be earnestly read by more per- 
sons than any other recently delivered. Mr. Benton, it 
appears, had indulged himself in much severity of remark 
and broad censure—and to him, Mr. Barton specially 
replied, though he afterwards entered into argument as 
to certain things said by Mr. Rowan, and argued them 
ably. The first part of his speech has all the point, 
strength and fascination of Mr. Randolph’s invectives; 
less classical, or choice as to the words used, though 
less rude and abusive—equally severe, but more logical, 
than the *‘orator of Roanoke;” less of snarling contempt, 
but more of indignant accusation. Take this speech for 
“all in all, we ne’er may look upon its like again!” It 
was listened unto with great and increased interest—- 
though, like Mr. Randolph’s speeches, it had but small ; 
bearing on the subject before the senate. Mr. Barton 
was himself sensible of this; and made it rather a ques- 
tion, if it was ‘tin order” to speak at all on ¢éhat subject, 
seeing the wide and wild range that the debate had taken! 
It has been strongly intimated, that an occasion was 
soughtto stir up local feelings, and that such speak- 
ings (we cannot call them discussions), as have taken 
place, would be forced. The gentleman who made the 
motion as to the surveys of public lands, does not seem 
to have had any. idea of it—for, at the rate at which such 
lands have sol@; the stock surveyed is sufficient for the 
supply of very many years to come. 


We do not approve of such speeches in the senute. 
But Mr. Barton had an ‘‘inalienable right” to defend 
himself and his friends; and if he has ‘‘carried the war 
into his enemy’s camp,” severely--the severity of the 
attack must be also considered in the account.. 

If it shall so happen that, when we have disposed of 
the speeches promised, (and which we thought must 
weeds be inserted to keep up the history of political 
events), we can make room for Mr. Benton’s speech, 
Mr. Barton’s shall follow it—it being the well known 
rule of this establishment to preserve a strict impartiali- 
ty in all such things. And besides, Mr. Benton’s is not 
less interesting or peculiar in its character and manner 
than Mr. Barton’s, though of a different construction. 





gC We have'acopy of Mr. Cambreleng’s new “‘book” 
against the protecting principle, in the shape of a report 
from the committee on commerce. It is of the same 
character as Mr. McDuffie’s essay on the same subject, 
which was so strangely got up, and called a “report on 
the finances.”” That the public printing of such books 
may not be all on one side, we suggest to the committee 
on manufactures the preparation also of a general essay 
on the subject, to contain 60 or 70 pages, that the friends 
of the ‘‘American system” may have books about it pub- 
lished at the cost of the nation, as well as their oppo- 
nents; and 10,000 copies of it may thus be printed and dis- 





tributed, by money drawn from the treasury. The fair- 
ness of this econ, Belay not be questioned. 
Vor, XXXVIT—No. 26 





BL} The editor of the ‘‘Monitor,” published at 
Franklin, Missouri, by cutting off the head and regard- 
ing only the fail of a few remarks made in our paper of 
the 26th Dec. concerning the interior trade witli Mexico 
—and even yet with severe violence to the plain meaning 
of the part left, makes out a case that seems mightily to 
please himself. He is heartily welcome to all the satis- 
faction that can be derived from such a proceeding. Edix 
torial gentlemen should not act thus towards one another. 
To suppress the truth, is just as criminal as to tell that 
which is untrue. Indeed, as we had occasion too often 
to say, and as applicable to cases of this sort,—the worst 
of talsehoods may be stated in the words of truth, The 
press is lamentably degraded by dirty electioneering, and 

arty is suffered to run intoevery question; and an **East- 

oom letter’? answers just as well as an ex om 
*“tholy writ,” if it shall produce effeet—there being ne 
choice of instruments used. The inference drawn by 
the editor of the “Monitor,” is not only in opposition to 
the plain meaning of our remarks, but in resistance to 
the very letter of them, and yet the “‘veteran editor” is 


‘called on to explain! If it is thought that the readers of 


the **Monitor” desire truth, and the subject is worth 
explanation, let the whole article be published—(it eon- 
tains only a few lines), and no one will be ata loss to 
comprehend us. | 

It is seldom that we attack any of our editorial breth- 
ren—and, if they express sentiments that we think 
should be noticed, they are also regarded as being im- 
portant enough to be fairly given in their own words. 
We have never been charged with failing to do this. 
We would rather pick a man’s pocket, than thus attempt 
to pick a hole in his reputation. If aught that he say¢? is 
worthy of remark, it is worthy of being honestly repre- 
sented. With these observations, we close our com#mfi- 
nication and exchange with the editor of the **Monitd =?’ 
—peaceably retiring from all controversy or contaét 
with him. 

‘“‘ForrIGN PoRTS.” The Norfolk papers contain 
some well written remarks, because that gov. Owen, in 
his message to the legislature, urged the establishment 
of a port, as without it, ** Worth Carolina will still be tri- 
butary to Virginia”’—in the use of a convenient place as 
a market for her productions; such as nature has denied 
to North Carolina, though prodigal in the diffusion of 
other blessings on that state. 

We have thought it was no great matter to producers 
where their market was: its convenience and profita- 
bleness being the .only things that would enter into 
consideration. But the idea expressed by gov. Owen is 
notanewone. When the petition of the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road company was before the legislature of Vir- 
ginia, this city was called a “foreign port.”’ There is some- 
thing very extraordinary in such declarations from those 
who are so great sticklers for the *‘freedom of trade.”’ 
They aot only provounce their fellow citizens, (contri- 
buting equally to the common stock of the nation), for- 
eigners; but would impede the progress of art, or quar- 
rel with nature herselt, to divert the trade of ther own 
state trom its most convenient or profitable channels! 
How does the principle of these things apply to the op- 
position of such toa protecting tariff? We surely com- 
mend them for their wishes or exertions to increase the 
prosperity of their own particular states—-and such pros- 
perity must be beneficial to the people of all the rest ot 
the states; but we cannot approve of the policy which 
would deprive certain parts of the population of some 
peculiar advantages that they possess, unless these ad- 
vantages shall be ae into the benefit of certain partic- 
ular locations, And on all doubtful questions of this na- 
ture, the will of the majority immediately interested, 
should be consulted and observed. On this broad ground, 


| we always favored the cutting of the Chesapeake and Del- 


























































te 


sae = 
























426 NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. 


20, 1886—-MISCELLANEOUS. 








—-—» 





aware canal, if those who thought it would benefit ¢heir 
trade saw proper to connect the waters of the two bays. 
The greater the choice of markets, the better for the 
farmers, And on this ground have been rather surpris- 
ed at the proceedings of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
concerning the Baltimore and Susquehannah rail road, 
which would offer to a numerous part of the population 
of that state a choice of markets, and, of course, enable 
them to realize larger profits on their Jabor. 

Raiz ROADS maintain the good opinion formed of 
them in England; or rather, the calculations concerning 
them are raised higher and higher. One, an hundred 
miles long, is constructing from Paris to the Loire, and 
others are projected. That from the city of Charleston, 
S. C. is proceeding with considerable aetivity. The 
great work at Baltimore bas been checked by the severi- 
{y of the season—but all things are ready to complete 
about twenty miles of the road at an early day; and the 
legislature of Kentucky have incorporated a company for 
the purpose of constructing a rail road from Lexington 
to some point (not designated), on the Ohio, the amount 
of stock, $1,000,000 with the privilege of increasmg it, 
at the pleasure of the stockholders, to $2,000,000. ‘I'he 
price of transportation is to be regulated by the legisla- 
tare. The work is to be commenced within three, and 
completed within ten years thereafter. 

Tue aprnarsens. The following is au extract from a 
friendly letter to the editors from a gentleman in Phila- 
delphia—not written for publication, but not the less in- 
teresting on that account. : 

‘Js it possible that you begin, and only now begin, to 
tear that the appraisers are “worse than useless?” Sure- 
Jy the ent, which in the general discussion, you 
liave so often used, that cloths can be imported under 
the dollar minimum that would sell at 3 and 4 dollars, 
dnd that these importations can only be made by foreign- 
ers or their agents, is conclusive on this subject. I have, 
years ago, said, that John Bull laughed to scorn our 

isement laws—he could not, himself, have devised 
contrivance hulf so ingenious to meet his own views, 
fertile as he is inexpedients, when his interest is con- 
cymed; and I say. this withuut the slightest intention of 


impeaching the integti tity,of the officers. But is it possi- 
Lile thatsthey,:or any men‘can, however well disposed, 
discharge the duties which the spirit of the law contem- 
plated? “It'is both morally and physically impossible— 
andthe shew of supervision, (which is soon discovered 
to be merely shew),—puts real vigilance off its guard, 
and smuggling through the custom house, is found the 
most easy and least hazardous branch of that honorable 
tion. 
+ hee at Mr. Secretary Crawford’s first report after 
the passage of the appraisement law, and you will find 
that he says the revenue was increased by it full one 
million—the increase that year being solely on articles 
subject to its provision. The importers were taken by 
surprise, and, for one year, were terrified by its apparent 
 gtrietness, into unwonted honesty. Another year ena- 
bled them to discover that it was a mere scare-crow of 
and straw, and the secretary never had occasion to 
repeat the boast. If the law were repealed to-morrow, 
and the whole body of custom house officers incited by 
the stimulus of forfeitures to be on the alert, the result 
would, I am persuaded, be widely different; and the ex- 
isting duties enforced and collected would be found ade- 
quate to the original design in imposing them. Pardon 
this unpremeditated scrawl and believe me yours,” &e. 





Woopcorvrens. ‘There are 12 woodcorders for the 
city of Baltimore—and every one of the late incumbents 
has been removed by the governor and council. Of 
these lately appointed, four only were inhabitants of the 
city; and eight selected from different or distant coun- 
ties—the people of which, we rather suppose, would not 
like to see persons from Baltimore sent to fill the offices 
in them! But we notice this matter only. to say, that 
among the dismissed were four officers in the late war— 
two captains in the regular army and one lieutenant— 
and one lieutenant in the Baltimore artillery company 
which met the enemy near North Point. One of the 
qapGins entered the service as first lieuterrmt of the 


corps of volunteers which marched from Baltimore, and 
was with gen, Pike at York, &c. They were all 
and brave and faithful officers—though lately filling the 
hamble place of wood-corders in the ‘monumental ci- 
ty. 
*‘A CENTURY Too soon!!” Those, who think Ken- 
tucky (says one of the papers of that state) too yoang to 
commence the construction of a rail road, we beg leave 
to remind of one error in calculation made by the illus- 
trious Jefferson. 
When the New York grand canal was » Mr. 
Clinton, in a letter to Mr. Jefferson, asked his opinion 
of the undertaking. ‘Tis a noble project,” replied Jef. 
ferson, ‘‘dut you are a century too soon.” —A few years 
passed, and a second letter, from the same gentleman, an~ 
nounced its completion, with a turther query,—‘** Wha? 
do you think of tt now?” His reply was, “J now per- 
ceive, that,in regard to your resources and energies, I 
committed an error of one century in my calculation.” 
Are not those, who doubt, in regard to the time, and re- 
sources of Kentucky, tor the rail road enterprise, labore 
ing under a similar mistake? 
[5 The fact is—that oldrales do not apply to oni” 
new country. Man is a very different being here, if 
compared with his fellow in Earope. ‘‘Forward” is the 
motto of almast every educated American, high or low, 
rich or poor—forward, always forward. But the pre- 
ceding was not the only subject of like nature on which 
Mr. Jefferson changed his opinion. Ruimed vil 
tattered and ignorant population, are seldom met with in 
the United States, except among those who think it ‘tap 
soon” to attempt great enterprises, or even the reforma~ 
tion of their own domestic habits, so far as they may pro- 
ceed to a supply of their own wants. If in to any 
great works the “too soon” applies—it is because of the 
overwhelmivg progress of science, assisting labor and 
conquering space, which bids us pause a little, to behoh! 
the wonders present and ealculate future improvements. } 
ETIQUETTE AMONG PUBLISHERS ANDPRINTERS. From 
the earliest period of the art, until the present day, pub- 
lishers and prioters have had certain rules of coartesy, 
or etiquette, that are seldom violated, concerning the 
business transacted in their various offices, or those in 
which they are employed. Perhaps, they originated 
at the time when printing was regarded as a “Slack 
art,” and uniform impressions, even of the bible itself, 
were considered the particular doings of Belzebub, in 
propria persona, handling types with red-hot fingers; 
the — being performed with ink. Bat sv 
it is, according to our impressions of - and wrong 
in this matter, that we should no more entertain a no- 
tion of asking an editor what he was doing in his office, 
than expect that a monk of La Trappe would tell us 
what happened in some dark corner, or closet, at the 
latest masquerade in London; and if a wofkman were fo 
relate any thing as to the business of his late employer, 
unless accidently, or of the most ordinary character, we 
should take it for granted that he sought a dismission 
from our office—for, certainly, we could not further 
trust him: not that we have any thing to conceal, in cor- 
respondence or otherwise—but for the preservation af 
what we have long esteemed a well-established principle, 
that may not be set aside without severest reprenensipn- 
When an apprentice, the writer of this well recollects 
that a young bookseller askedan old one, (who was 
also a printer), how many copies was he printing of a 
certain work, which he had made it known as being in 
his press. The latter said, ‘‘as “yo as he thought he 
could dispose of,” or words to that effect; adding, in stib- 
stance, ‘“‘you are too much ofa gentleman to ask that ques 
tion, but in your inexperience as to the usages of the 
trade.” Cobbett’s ‘*Porcupine Gazette,”? when first 
started, was printed by two very worthy and respectable 
gentlemen, who had just entered into business. When 
about to close the bargain with them, he remarked that 
he had been just told they were “d——d democrats.” 
‘‘Not d——d democrats, we hope, replied one of them, 
but certainly decided democrats; but what has that to do 
with our contract? We are printers. But more than 





that, will you refuse the subscriptior-money of de- 
motrats to yoar paper?” CobSett apologized, ami titey 
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faithfully served him in their profession—as printers are 
accustomed todo. And without regard to the principle 
spoken of, what evils would arise? When we published 
a warm partizan daily newspaper, it never entered into our 
mind to enquire as to the political character of a work- 
man seeking employment. We supposed that the sim- 
ple fact of his entering our office, sealed his lips as to all 
things regarding our business; and in six years experi- 
ence, (to the honor of the craft we proudly say it), only 
one violation of this confidence ever happened —so far as 
we were informed; and that man, a worthy and valued 
one, instantly pronounced his own condemnation, for an 
act committed in a moment of excitement. So far as 
we know, these good old rules and honorable principles 
are maintained—and we think that they always ought 
to be. 

We have been led to these remarks by certain late pro- 
ceedings of the proprietors or editors of the ‘*“New York 
Courier and Enquirer”—who, on broad party grounds, 
have been seeking to obtain a monopoly in the publication 
of all the insolvent notices and other public or official 
advertisements ordered or required to be published in 
that city—which, probably might be worth from 6 to 
3,000 dollars a year, clear profit—a very snug birth, 
and fully worth the seeking! To strengthen its claims 
to this patronage, the proprietors ot that paper have 
given, (or rather, as the facts appear, pretended to give), 
an account of their own circulation, and that of each of 
the other papers of the city. With the rightfulness of 
their claims to the ailvantages which they seek, we have 
no concern; but, as having been engaged in the printing 
business, “boy and man” more than thirty-five years, 
we must remonstrate in favor of the old and established, 
and honorable principles of the profession. For our- 
selves, no man should enter our office, (though we 
have no secrets), that was known to have given informa- 
tion on which such a statement might be found. We 
might give him a dollar, to relieve his necessities as a 
man—but he should not have an opportunity of earn- 
ing one with us, as a printer; unless with a perfect assur- 
ance of his repentance and reformation. 





Russian Tantrr. ‘£*The last number of Niles’ Regis- 
ter, contains a Russian tariff purporting to be in force in 
1830, which is there attributed to the treasury reports. 
The appearance of this document excited considerable 
interest among merchants trading to that country, which 
was heightened by the apparent reduction of duties upon 
the most important articles carried thither in American 


ships—Upon comparing the article with the authority 


whence Mr. Niles derived it—the report of the secreta- 
ry of the trea to congress—we find it set forth as the 
existing tariff of Russia, dated 1822—being an obsolete 
document, that government having published another two 
or three years later, differing very materially in its effects 
upon the carrying trade to the United States. Lt is some- 
what surprising, that the secretary of the treasury should 
have *fcommunieated” such a stale paper, occupying 
half a dozen pages of his printed “report,” when so easi- 
ly he could have obtained from official sources correct 
information. Should his other compilations be as incor- 
rect as this, they will be of little worth to the mercantile 
eommunity, of whatever importance they may prove to 
the nation.” 
wou preceding is from the Boston **Daily Advertiser.” 
e take much blame to ourselves for one of those unac- 
countable errors that sometimes happen with editors and 
publishers, and humbly acknowledge it. It was given 
in the treasury report as the tariff of 1822, and how it was 
said to be for 1830, we cannot tell; except in the reason- 
able and natural supposition that Mr. Secretary Ingham 
intended to shew the existing tariff, and not present what 
is called an ‘‘obsolete document,” for the public guid- 
ance. We regret this error more than any one else can 
do; but are ignorant as to the facts set forth concerning 
the new modification spoken of. They ought to have 
been known at the seat of government. ] 








Tar PaNAMA INSTRUCTIONS seem to have given much 
offence in England, because they encouraged an union 
among the American republics on the great principle, 
that “free ships make free goods,” and for the reason 
that they-recommend a ‘definition of the right of block- 





Ce eee 


ade!”? **Free trade” John Bull, and his people, on both 
sides of the water, are much puzzled how to dispose of 
these instructions, with a shew of consistency as to these 
leading things—either of which will yet breed ancther war 
with Great Britain, unless she descends from her lofty as- 
sumptions—such as even to station a squadron within 
cannon-shot of the shore of Wew York, to examine our 
vessels, over-haul our shallops and other coasters, angi 
murder our people, that the blockade of some thousand 
miles of coastin Europe may not be violated! ‘These 
things have happened, but will not be suffered again. 
The time for such proceedings has long since passsed 
away. Ifuanother Pierce shall be killed—the chief of the 
murderers will have to depend on the *theels” of his ship, 
(or her strength to defend him, if he escapes a just and 
prompt exaltation. But, as it is our carnest wish to live 
in peace with all nations, surely it was proper in the last 
‘administration of the United States, to seek the estab- 
| lishment of rightful principles to prevent appeals to arms. 
| For, whatever other nations may do we shall do the best 
that we can to maintain the freedom of the seas and sup- 
|port sailors rights. On these subjects, the national 
|mind is made up. 











INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. In addition to the act in- 
| Corporating a company to make a rai} road from Lexing- 
‘ton to Louisville, the legislature of Kentucky have passed a 
| bill incorporating the Ercen-chrer navigation company— 
| capital $60,000-——The state subscription is $15,000— 
$25,000 have been taken by the state for the Maysville 
(road, and $15,000 for the Shelbyville road, but nothing 


|for the Lexington and Frankfort turnpike. 





More BANKING! Washville, Jan. 8. Some difficule 
ty has arisen and much unpleasant excitement been cre- 
ated, by the effort of the legislature to examine into the 
situation of the bank of the state. The late cashier, col, 
Joel Parrish, having refused to deliver up the books or 
to expose the true condition of the institution, has been 
removed trom office, and the charter of the bank having 
been so amended as to provide for the election of the 
cashier by the legislature, Mr. William M. Berrshill 
was yesterday chosen to fill that station. ‘The books, 
we understand, have not yet been surrendered: but the 
committee of the general assembly are still busily en- 
gaged in the investigation of the affairs of the bank. The 
apology offered by col. Parrish for retaining the books, 
is that they will disclose the overdrawing and defalcation 
of some individuals whom he has permitted to use a por- 
tion of the funds of the institution, and whose names he 
is unwilling to discover. ‘(hat there is a deficiency jn 
the bank through the ageney of the late cashier, is admit- 
ted; but in consequence of the withholding of the books, 
its extent, and causes, have not yet been precisely ascer- 
tained. ‘The public, however, may rest assured that it is 
‘not so considerable as to endanger the solvency of the 
institution, and we are assured, from the best authority, 
that it is probable nothing will be ultimately lost to the 
state. { Banner. 

£_#?Since the preceding, we have a copy of the report 
of the committee of both houses, appointed to examine 
into the state of the bank. It seems, that the cashier had 
permitted certain friends to overcheck to the amount of 
‘seventy or eighty thousand dollars—but he said they 
| were good for that amount, except in 7 er 8,000 dollars. 
He retused to give the names of the persons thus favored, 
saying he would suffer any punishment rather than do 
that! But, after some negotiation, he was induced to give 
up the books, and a special report of their condition is di- 
rected to be made by the new cashier—but it seems that 
certain accounts have not been posted or balanced for < 
teen months or two years past, and nothing has been de- 
veloped to shew the amount of the probable loss; and we 
rather think, from the statements before us, that unless 
on the voluntary testimony of the late cashier, or of the 
other parties concerned, neither the names of the indi- 
viduals overdrawn, nor the amount that each has obtain~ 
ed, will be discovered. The aggregate loss to the bank 
may soon be ascertained. Inthe meantime, the solven- 
cy of the institution is not questioned. ; 

‘Lhe proceedings of the cashier call to mind the fae 
mous case of the Scotch jord, Melviile, whose accounts 
}tell short in an immense sym. He boldly said that “his 
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) Sneed honor, (the private honor of a public defaulter!) 
orbade information as to what had become of the money, 
and his private interest would not permit him to make. 
good the amount deficient.” It was believed that some 
of the members of the ‘‘royal family’? were concern- 
ed with this ‘‘right honorable,” in a division of the spoils 
on the public. As things go, and long have gone, there 
seems to be something like encouragement to ‘default- 
ing” largely, and firmly—if defaulting is resorted to at 
all, ‘*One murder makes a villain, millions a hero!” 





Maine. On the 9th inst. the two houses of the legis- 
lature met in convention to elect councillors, secretary, 
and treasurer of the state. An order was speedily pre- 
sented, setting forth that the three senators who had re- 
cently taken their seats, had not been duly and constitu- 
tionally elected, and therefore could not vote in the con- 
vention, &c. This order was declared to be ‘‘out of or- 
der,” by the chair; but an appeal being had, the decision 
of the chair was confirmed, 87 to 76. A protest against 
this decision was then offered, signed by 68 members of 
the house and 8 of the senate; which was directed to be 
placed on the journals. The convention then proceeded to 
elect councillors, &e. ‘The whole number of votes pre- 
sent was 160—1ecessary to a choice 81. The anti-ad- 
ministration candidates were all elected by an average 
majority of about 10 votes. 

n the ensuing day, Mr. Hunton was qualified as 
governor, and transmitted a message to both branches of 
the legislature. It is a plain, and, (from the slight view 
that we have been able to take of it), sensible paper. 
Gov. H. remarks that ‘‘about half the length of time 
usually required to complete a session of the legislature, 
has already expired without completing the organization 
of all the departments of government,’’ and urges des- 
patch; and speaks of the “solicitade” with which he en- 
ters upon the new and untried scene before him, &e. 

But the end isnot yet. New attempts were making to 
establish the proceedings of the convention as unconstitu- 
tional, &e. 





Pewsnsytvania. The finances of this state appear to 
be improving as rapidly as, sometime since, they depre- 
ciated. The Jegislature have determined at length 
neither to accept the offer of Mr. Biddle, of four millions 
at 5 per cent, nor the more recent one of the bank of Penn- 
sylvania offering 34 per cent. premium for the same 
amount at 5 per cent. It is proposed to create the stock 
and throw it into market, for general competition. 





Manrtann. A select committee of the house of 
delegates, to which was referred certam communications 
{rom the exceutives of Louisiana, Missour!, Georgia, and 
Mississippi, made a report on the 8th inst. which was 
made the order of the day for the 1{th. We cannot in- 
sert this report at present—but the committee arrived at 
the following conclusions, as expressed in the resolutions 
offered: 

To agree with Louisiana in extending the presidential 
term to six years, and render the president and vice pre- 
sident inelligible afterwards. 

To agree with Missouri and Georgia to provide for an 
uniform mode of electing the president and vice presi- 
dent, by the people, without the intervention of electors, 
provided the sovereignty of the states be not invaded, 
and that their present power, as prescribed by the consti- 
tution, remains unchanged. <A desire is also expressed 
that the constitution should be so amended as to prevent 
the choice of a president or vice president from ever de- 
volving on congress. 

To disagree with Georgia in her resolutions that con- 
gress possesses no constitutional power to aid the colo- 
nization society. 


To disagree with Mississippi, declaring that the tariff 


of 1828 is unconstitutionul and oppressive; but that a 

constitutional opposition by those who feel themselves 

ieved, meets entire approbation! 

i Che speaker having retired, Mr. Done, (anti-ad. ), was 

elected to the chair. Mr. Done 31—Mr. Buchanan, 
ad.) 30.) 





Kentucky ann Tue trantrr, &c. Intending to pub- 
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the resolutions, &e. that accompanied it—as stated be- 
low—but as it is quite uncertain when we shall find room 
for the report, we now give the resolutions: 

1, Resolved, by the f aoyng assembly of the common- 
wealth of Kentucky, That it is a constitutional exercise 
of power on the part of congress, to encourage and pro- 
tect the manufactures of the United States, by imposts 
and restrictions on the goods, wares and merchaniise, ot 
foreign nations; and that the acts of congress usually 
known by the name of the tariff laws, are not only con- 
stitutional, but are founded upon principles of policy de- 
manded by the best interests of the people of these states, 
2. Resolved, That congress does possess the power, 
under the constitution, to adopt a general system of in- 
ternal improvements, as a national measure for national 
purposes. 

5. Resolved, That this report and the aceompanying 
resolutions, be forwarded by the governor of this com- 
monwealth, to the respective governors of the states of 
South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia and Mississippi, as the 
expression of the views of the general assembly of Ken- 
tucky, on the constitutional power of congress over the 
subjeets of domestic manufactures and internal improve- 
ments; and for the purpose of ascertaining the views and 
opinions of the several states of the United States on the 
subjects, 
4. Resolved, also, That the governor of the commons 
wealth be requested to forward them to the governors of 
the other states of the union, respectively, to be laid be- 
fore the legislatures of those states, for their considera- 
tion. 
A substitute was proposed for the Ist resolution in 
these words: 
‘‘Congress derives no power from the constitution to 
lay duties or imposts with a view to prohibit importations, 
(either partially or generally), thereby destroyimg both 
trade and revenue, only intended to be regulated; and 
that the powers of congress are not general, but special, 
} a omnipotent, but limited, and defined by the constitu- 
ion. 

This substitute was rejected, 82 to 12, 

The following substitute was proposed for the 2d re- 
solution: 

**That congress has no power to establish roads and 
canals in the several states, other than post or military 
roads, and on those roads have no power to erect toll 
gates.” : 

To this it was proposed to add the words, *‘*without 
the consent of the states.” Both the substitute and 
amendment were rejected, 54 to 37. ; 

The remaining resolutions were not contested. Some 
debate arose on the preamble, particularly in reference 
to the following sentence: 

*‘And the general assembly of Kentucky cannot omit 
to avail itself of an oceasion so appropriate, to call to its 
aid the oft repeated sentiments of their most distinguish- 
'ed fellow citizen, Henry Clay, whose zealous wm pel 
exertions, and whose eminent services in support of both 
measures, have been only equalled by his ardent patriot- 
ism and unbending integrity.” 

Several attempts were made to exclude or modify this 
clause, but it was finally retained by a majority of 18 
votes. 








Onto. Elections in joint ballot of the legislature. E. 
Hayward was chosen a judge of the supreme court, in 
the place of Calvin Pearce, on the 2d ballot—for Mr. H. 
56, John M. Goodenow. 46, and four scattering. Mr. 
Goodenow was chosen a judge of the same court in the 
place of Mr. Sherman, deceased, on the 15th ballot, for 
Mr. G. 55—Gustavus Swan 40, and 12 scattering, For 
president judge of the 3d circuit, Reuben Wood 62, E. 
Whittlesey 41, and 3 scattering. J. H. Hallock was re- 
elected president of the 5th circuit, and F. Grimke of 
the 6th. For auditor of the state, Ralph Osborn 54, (re- 
elected), N. MeLean 50 and 3 scattering; and Byram 
Leonard, at the 4th ballot, was elected keeper of the 
penitentiary, by 55 votes, against 51 given to other per- 
sons, in the place of N. McLean. 
| Prrrssurc. The following article, extracted from 
the Pittsburg Gazette, shews the great changes that 





lish,the report at length, we have refrained from giving 


have taken place in a short period of time. The valuable 
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mill offered for sale is capable of working 4,000 spindles 
and 50 looms, and is in fine order, with all the necessary 
ap enances, ; 

fo the editor of the Pittsburgh Gazette. As time 

ses along, we are now and then led to 
on the changes that take place in this uncertain world. 
The improvements that have taken place in the north 
liberty of our city, we consider among the greatest in 
this neighborhood, or probably in this part of the western 
country. When the old Phenix cotton factory com- 
menced there, afew years since, very few houses were 
standing, and in a dilapidated condition. When we view 
it now, we see squares filling up with two and three story 
brick houses, and all surrounded with factories of differ- 
ent ee Our reflections have led us to contem- 
plate the facility with which machinery is now put up, 
and worked, to what it was when the old Pheenix factory 
was started: the owners had then many difficulties to con- 
tend with that are not now in the way: their first machin- 
erv was purchased in Providence, R. Island, shipped 
round by seato Baltimore, there loaded in wagons, ata 
very high carriage, and brought here by land: this was 
not all, they had not only to payffirst rate toremen, but, 
it may be said in truth, that they had to purchase them, 
and pay for transporting them and their families here:— 
now the case is quite different: workmen of every de- 
scription may be had on the spot, and at little over half 
the wages they had in most instances to pay. The ad- 
vertisement.in your last paper, of the old Phenix cotton 
factory being offered for sale, led us to these reflections, 
and we would recommend it to the notice of capitalists 
asa favorable situation for an mvestment for almost any 
kind of manufacture. 


Key West. Com. Porter has written a leticr saying, 
that “*the harbor of Key West, is in his opinion, the best 
harbor in the United States, or its territories, to the south 
ofthe Chesapeake;” and supports his opinions by nu- 


merous specifications: saying that it is ‘‘to the gulf of 


Mexico, &c. what Gibraltar is to the Mediterranean,’s 
Ke. 





Froripa. A bank is about to be established at Tal- 
lahassie, with a capital of $600,000. Ali the stock was 
taken on the first day appointed for opening the books. 





MoBILE has become a place of much business. It has 
a fine inland trade, by steam boats and otherwise, and its 
wmmerce is greatly on the increase. Upto the 25th 
ult. 36,979 bales of cotton had been received there of the 
last crop. 

Mr. Cray arrived at New Orleans on the 24th Jan. 
inthe steam boat Belfast, from Louisville. A house was 
prepared for him during his stay, where, as says the 
“Courier,” he wes waited on during the day by immense 
crowds of people, including members of the legislature, 
and judges of the different courts. ‘This visit of Mr. 
Clay to his daughter and son-in-law, one of whom he 
has not seen for years, has long been expected in this 
city; it is therefore altogether of a private nature. 





Commopore Cretenton. Five of the lieutenants of 
United States ship Hudson, the surgeon, purser, sail- 
ing master and assistant surgeon—with the boatswain’s 
mate, two quarter masters, and two quarter gunners, 
addressed very handsome and complimentary letters 
to com. Creighton, on his being removed trom the 
command of the Brazillian squadron, to both which he 
returned appropriate and affectionate replies: seeming to 
lel that an ‘‘injury”? had been inflicted, but support- 
ed in a belief, that a conscientious discharge of his 
duties would be made manifest—‘‘entertaining no tears 
for the result,” &c. The officers and petty officers speak 
with great pride of the condition of their ‘‘noble frigate, 
which has been the admiration and glory of their eoun- 


from the naval officers of all grades among the numerous 
foreign vesseis on that station,”’ Kc. 


reflect | 











Soe 


strifes under the federal constitution. He continued * 
federalist to the day of his death. He was a patriot of 
the most virtuous and honorable stamp. His country 
was his idol, and he would have scorned to participate in 
any corrupt political proposition whatever. We never 
shall forget the noble declaration which he uttered at 
Ghent, at the gloomiest period of the negotiation with the 
British commissioners, in the late war. He firmly and 
manfully declared, that jus country rose in proportion to 
the pressure of the war upon her, and that she never 
would yield to the demands of the enemy, as long asa 
stick of wood was left in Kentucky. ‘The sentiment 
ought to be inseribed in letters of gold, and worn at the 
heart of every American. It was uttered by a statesman 
who would have been the pride and ornament of any na- 
tion; by a statesman who nobly labored, and sacrificed 
his health and life, in the service of his country. 
[Phel. Ingr. 
INDIAN TREATIES. Several of them have been ratifi- 
ed by the senate—all for cessions of land. The Whirling 
Thunder, or Wau-kaun-tshaw-way-kee-wer-haw, has 
made his mark to one of them; and there is also the 
YeHow Thunder, Sharp Thunder, Deaf Thander, &e, 








Tae Curroxers have presented a memorial to both 
houses of congress, begging pretection and claiming what 
they regard the rights of treaty, &c. It is said to be sign- 
ed by three thousand persons, almost all whose names 
are written in Cherokee characters. 

CoLoNY OF BLacKs IN Canapa. James C. Brown, 
‘*president of the free colonization board,” has issued an 
address to the free people of color, inviting them to leave 
the country of the ‘feagle and twenty-four stars,” for one 
in which there is ‘‘no difference of colors.” He says 
that the land assigned them is of good quality, and ‘which 
a tyrant has never trod,” &e. Its location is on the 
river aux Sable, about 90 miles from Cleveland, O. with 
only 35 miles land carriage trom Port Talbot, on Kettle 
Creck, 

HiGH DUTIES AND FREE TRADE! It is said in an Eng- 
lish paper, that in consequence of the import duties on 
iron in France, a steam engine which costs in England 
$25,000 frances, cannot be procured in the former country 
under 500,000 franes. 

BC_3” We have a case on the other side! ‘‘In conse- 
quence” of the free importation of British paupers and 
vagabonds, the people of the United States, are con- 
stantly burthened with the maintenance of several thous- 
ands of them, in our poor houses and prisons. 


Bee 





**Cossacks.”” Thisis a new name politely given to 


{the friends of domestic manufactures, in the New York 





Evening Post. 
Joun Gurtism. Is there a spark of liberality in the 
base envy and remorseless sarcasm with which a tho- 
rough-going, home-bred John Bull, regards the rising 
prosperity of our brethern in the United States? in the 
malignant laugh with which our theatres nightly echoed, 
‘during the run of Matthews’ caricature of a genuine 
Kentucky man. [London Magazine. 
Pirates. ‘Ten pirates, Frenchmen and Spaniards, 
who had assisted in the capture of the long-missing ship 
Topaz, ot Boston, and the massacre of her crew and 
others, were lately hung at Cadiz; and their captain, then 


at Gibraltar, was about to meet the same fate. . 





APPOINTMENTS. ‘Te senate is much engaged, possi- 
bly in discussing the ri ht and expediency of the appoint- 
ing power, as recently exercised. We see that a few 
nominations to places in the revenue or jand department, 
have been confirmed—as given in page 4335. Some re- 


jections are spoken of—and positively that of Mr. Wil- 
| liams, as collector at New Bedford, Mass. by a large ma- 
| jority. 

trymen on this station, and which has .uniformly eliciied | 
“€ strongest expressions of surprise and admiration | 





PeriTIons, to the amount of 150, were presented to 


ithe house of representatives on Monday last—among 


them one from certain inhabitants of New York, praying 
for a survey for a canal round the Falls of Niagara—ano- 


wane LATE James A. Bayarp. Mr. Bayard was a/| ther from other persons in the same state, asking & sub- 
toned federalist, at the commencement of party | scription to the stock of the Sodus canal company; a third 
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trom western Pennsylvania, praying a subscription of a 
million of dollars to assist in making the ea part of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal; and a fourth from the 
inhabitants of the neighborhood of Back Creek, Maryland, 
praying that its navigation may be improved. ‘This creek 
affords access to the western termination of the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware canal. 


—_-~ 


*‘MASONRY AND ANTI MASONRY.”? We have ende® 
vored to keep clear of this question, which has so muc!? 
‘agitated the public mind in some parts of our country, 
“and for many reasons; but especially because that we had 
not room or leisure to attend to it. A straggling para- 
‘graph has now and then been inserted, and we regret to 
say, that the facts stated, whether on one side or the other 
have been almost universally contested, so far as our 
amemory serves us. Ani this great uncertainty as to what 
is teuth, has strengthened the reasons already assigned, 
for suffering the whole subject generally to pass undis- 
turbed. 

We have, however, very recently received, though it 
is dated 18th November, 1829, an anonymous communi- | 
«ation respecting a paragraph that was copied into the 
Register of the 19th Sept. last, from the ‘Buffalo Jour- 
nal,” saying that the ‘*Holiand Purchase Baptist Associa- 
tion,”’ had decided that ‘masonry and anti masonry were 
matters wholly foreign to the duties and powers of the 
association and the principles which had called it toge- 
ther.” It is charged that the article was inserted in the 
**Journal”’ for ‘local and temporary effect,” and a copy 
otthe ‘‘Baptist Register” of the 3uth Oct. is forwarded, 
which shews that the association alluded to did pass a 
resolution, expressing an opinion that it is ‘‘the duty of 
every member of our church who is a free mason, to dis- 
solve all connexion with the masonic fraternity,” Xe. not 
being “required to disclose the secrets of free masonry, 
or verbally avow any opinion of its character or tenden- 
cy.?? 

HMaving thus corrected what seems a manifest error, 
we relieve ourselves of any further notice of the subject 
at large, except in the publication of such official proceed- 
ings as may assist in preserving a history of the times. 


—_<——-. 


Mexico anv Cotompia. We have laid aside many 
papers relating to the affairs of these countries, but there 
is too much to do with the business of our own, just now, 
to make room for them. The accounts are contradicto- 
ry, and we must wuita knowledge of facts, in the results 
that shall happen. So much, bowever, is manifest, that 
both are distracted by factions and parties,—and it appears 


most probable, that a civil war rages in both: the gene- | 


rfls being rather disposed to fight one another, than not 
hold imposing commands. 


It may, further be observed, that the following facts 
appear——that general Guerrero, president of Mexico, has 
rvitred to his estate, and that gen. Bustamente has taken 
charge of the government, which it is expected that he 
will resign when a new president shall be appointed! 
Gen. Santa Anna seems also to have retired, General 
Bustamente is reported to have accomplished all this, 
without much opposition; which shews that the people of 
Mexico are mere things to be played with by their gen- 
érals. And it also appears, that gen. Paez, recognized 
as commander in chief of Venezuela, had been veceived 
at Oaraccas in triumph, at which he pledged himself to 
resist the ‘*tyranny cf Bolivar,” or any other despot, and 
bre was supported by generais Bermudez, Marino, Arvis- 
mendi, Monagas, Gomez, Masero, Infante, Valero, Ca- 
rabana, &c. He thought it prudent to send 3,000 infan- 
try and 2,000 cavalry, to watch the movements or meet 
the army of gen. Bolivar, which force he proposed to in- 
crease to 10,000 men. All the Venezuelian generals are 
to serve without pay against the Colombian general, or 

» a8 the case may be; and Paez had further given 
30,000 dollars to the public contribution, which soon 
amounted to 300,000. All these things are managed by 
the military; and, let who rise or fall that may, we ex- 
pect no permanent good from them. Liberty may be 

. t and found among laurels, but abides only with 
the oak. ‘The sword that emancipates, it not submitted 
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will not be satisfied without the enjoyment of power, 
even though buried in the bosoms of thoes whom it de- 
fended. It was such submission that gave the name of 
WAsHINGTos to immortality! It stands alone—no other 
of the modern world approaches it. The sobriety and 
meekness ot his private life, after he had laid down his 
arms, the liberty of his native land being accomplished, 
the moderation and equity with which he held the first 
chief magistracy of his country, are unparalleled: an ever- 
green and ever-fruitful oasis, in the vast desart of in- 
tollerance, tyranny and blood. 


West Inpra Traps. It is stated that Mr. MeLane, 
at the ‘trequest of lord Aberdeen” has prepared “a me- 
moir in writing” on the subject of the West India trade: 
but no real evidence is shewn of his having made any 
‘*positive progress,” as to an accomplishment of the pur- 
poses of the negotiation. 

A St. John’s, N. B. paper contains a message to the 
house of assembly of that province, refering to the efforts 
made by our minister at London to prevail on the British 
government to re-admit American vessels into the British 
West India colonies—and adds, that the lieut. governor 
was yet in London, making most strenuous exertions to 
defeat a measure that would so fatally affeet New Bruns- 
wick and the neighboring provinces. An address to the 
king was voted on the subject. 





Irems. A famishing panther descended from the hills 
near Pottsville, Pa. the latter end of last month, and kill- 
eda woman. 

The legislature of Kentucky adjourned on the 29th 
ult. Many acts relating to internal improvements were 

assed. 

' George Millen and Wm. Williams, who plead guilty to 
the indictment for the abduction of Stevenson from Sa- 
vannah, have been sentenced toa fine im the superior 
court of that city—the former of one thousand dollars 
and six months imprisonment, the latter, five hundred 
dollars aud imprisonment of three months. 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—1ST SESSION, 
SENATE. . 

February it. The resolution offered by Mr. F%o! 
to inquire if any further provision be necessary to prevent 
encroachments upon lands belonging to, or in possession 
of, any Indians, or Indian tribes, whether guaranteed to 
them by treaty, or in which the Indian titie has not been 
extinguished, was taken up; considerable debate took 
place on this resolution, in the course of which, Mr. For- 
syth moved to lay it on the table; which was negatived 
by yeas and nays, 13 to 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Brown, Ellis, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Iredell, Kane, King, McKinley, Rowan, Smit), 
of S. C. Tazewell, White.—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Warton, Bell, Burnett, 
Chambers, Clayton, Dickerson, Dadley, Foot, Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnston, Knight, Living- 
ston, McLean, Marks, Naudain, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, Sprague, Tyler, Willer, 
W oodbury.—27. 

The resolution was then agreed to without a division. 

The other resolutions offered by Mr. Foot were lai‘ 
on the table, with a view of proceeding to the unfinished 
business of yesterday; bat previous to entering on it, 
number of petitions were presented and several bills re- 
ported and referred. The debate on Mr. Foot’s resolu- 
uon respecting the surveys of public lands, was then re- 
sumed, when Mr. Barton addressed the senate mor¢ 
than an hour in continuation and conclusion of his re- 
marks, which he commenced yesterday. Mr. Holmes 
next took the floor, but the usual hour of adjournmen: 
having arrived, on his motion the senate adjourned. 

‘ebruary 12. Mr. Marks otfered the following res°- 
lution: 

Resolved That the committee on roads and canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
an appropriation for the purpose of removing the obstruc- 
tious in the Monongahela river from Pittsburgh to the 
Virginia state line; and also into the expediency of au- 





tothe plough-share, seeks the dominion that it won, and 


thorizing an appropriation for improving the navigates 
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of the Alleghany river, from Pittsburg to the mouth of | Delaware against the United States, accompanied by a 

Can ereek, soas to render them more sate and | bill for the settlement of the said claim, which was twice 
easy for steamboat navigation. {Taken up on Monday | read and committed. 

and laid on the table at the request of Mr. M.] Mr. Letcher, from the committee on internal improve- 

A number of memorials were presented on the sub- | ments, reported a bill making an ap iation for the 


ject of Sunday mails, which were referred. 

Mr. McKinley, from the committee on public lands, 
to whom was referred a memorial of the legislature of 
the state of Alabama on the subject, made a report ac- 
companied by a bill to grant to the state of Alabama cer- 
tain lands for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the Coosa river, and to connect its waters with those of 
the Tennessee river by a canal. The bill passed toa se- 
cond reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Rowan, from the committee on the judiciary, to 
whom was recommitted the bill increasing the terms of 
thre judicial courts of the United States for the southern 
distriet of New York; and adding to the compensation of 
the several district judges of the United States, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Certain bills passed by the house were read a first and 
second time, and referred. 

The bill providing for the final settlement of the clairas 
of certain states therein mentioned, for interest on the 
advances during the late war, having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read the third | 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, it was 

Resolved, Thiut when the senate adjourns, it be to 
Monday next. 

Oa motion of Mr. Xing, the senate proceeded to the 








consideration of executive business; after which the se- 
nate adjourned. 

February 15. The vice president laid before the se- 
nate a report of the commissioners of the navy pension 
fund, exhibiting the names of the persons who are bene- 
freiaries of that fund, and its condition on the 3ist De- 
cember last. Referred to the committee on naval af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

After the presentation af petitions and a brief considera- 
fton of private bills, the senate (ubout half past 12 
o’clock), proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business, and continued with closed doors until past 3 
o’clok; and then adjourned. 

February 16. Mr. Barnard offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing for 
distribution, a number of copies of the books presented 
to the senate by P. S. Duponceau, esq. of Philadelphia, 
dn the manufacture of silk, in the United States. [Agreed 
tonext day. ] 

Mr. Hayne, from the committee on naval affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the establishment of the office of surgeon 
general of the navy, which was read and passed toa se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Smith, trom the committee on finance, reported 
the bill from the house of representatives, ‘‘making ap- 
propriations for certain fortifications for the year 1830,” 
with an amendment to strike out the appropriation of 
$8,526 86 for the payment of the claim oft i} ames Bennet 
and Peter Morte, for arrearages of their account for 
building the fortifications at the Rigolet and Chef Men- 
feur. 

After other business, the senate again went into the con- 
sideration of executive business, and spent between two 
and three hours with closed doors, and then adjourned. 

February 17. After the presentation of reports, Ke. 

Qn motion by Mr. White, the senate resumed, as in 
committee of the whole, the hill entitled, ‘‘An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the Indian department for the 

ear 1830, together with the amendment reported thereto 

y the committee on Indian affairs; and the amendment 
having been agreed to, the bill was reported to the se- 
nate, and engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate then went into the consideration of exccu- 
tive business, in which it was engaged for some time; 
and the doors being opened, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 11. Among the bills reported were the 

following: Mr. Drayton, from the committee on mili- 


improvement of the navigation of the Kentucky river, 
near Frankfort, in the state of Kentucky; which was twice 
read and committed. 

Some time was spent in consideration of the resolution 
abolishing the office of draftsman to the house, but be« 
fore a deeision was had, the hour expired. 

The following engrossed bills, viz: 

An act making appropriations for certain fortifications 
of the United States, for the year 1830; 

An actto regulate and fix the compensation of the 
clerks in the department of state; 

An act making appropriations for the Indian depart® 
ment for the year 1830; and 

The bill from the senate, entitled ‘‘an act to continue 

in foree an act authorising the importation and allowance 

of drawback on brandy in casks of a capacity not less than 
15 gallons,” were read the third time and passed. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
supplementary to an act, entitled ‘tan act to incorporate 
the subscribers to the bank of the United States;”? which 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to- 
morrow. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill mak- 
ing appropriation for the support of government for the 
year 1830. ‘The question being on concurring with the 
committee of the whole house in their first amendment 
to the said bill, subsequently amended by the house, viz: 
Add to the item “for contingent expenses of both 
houses of congress, 155,600 dollars,” the following: **to 
be applied to the payment of the ordinary expenditares 
of the contingent funds of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives; J?rovided, Vhet no part ef this appropriation 
shall be applied to any printing, other than of such doen- 
ments or papers as are connected with the ordinary pro- 
ceedings of either of said houses, during i:s session; and 
executed by the public printers, agreeably to their con- 
tracts, unless authorized by an act or a joint resolution. 

After some further debate, the question being put, 
wili the house agree to this amendment? it was decided 
in the afgrmative; by yeas and nays, as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Angel, Ar« 
nold, John S. Barbour, Philip P, Barbour, Barnwell, 
Baylor, Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Boon, Borst, Brown, 
Buchanan, Cambreleng, Chilton, Clay, Coke, jr. Cole- 
man, Conner, II. Craig, R. Craig, Crawford, Crocheron, 
Davenport, Denny, De Witt, Drayton, Earll, jr. H. Ev- 
erett, Findley, Foster, Fry, Gaither, Gordon, Hall, 
Halsey, Hammons, Haynes, Hoffman, Hubbard, Ibrie, 
Irwin, Irvin, Isacks, Jennings, R. M. Johnson, Kennon 
P. King, Lamar, Lea, Lecompte, Lent, Magee, Martin, 
Maxwell, M@Creery, McCoy, MeDuflie, MelIntire, 
Mitchell, Monell, Muhlenburg, Nuckolls, Pettis, Polk, 
Powers, Ramsey, Rencher, Roane, Russell, Scott, W. 
B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, S. A. Smith, A. 
Smyth, Speight, Sprigg, Standifer, Sterigere, Thomp- 
son, Thomson, Trezvant, Tucker, Verplank, Wayne, 
Weeks, C. P. White, Yancey—92. 

NAYS--Messrs. Bailey, Barber, Barringer, Bartley, 
Bates, Boulden, Broadhead, Burges, Butman, Cahoon, 
Chandler, Childs, Clark, Condict, Cooper, Coulter, 
Cowles, Crane, Daniel, Deberry, Desha, Dickenson, 
Doddridge, Dwight, Ellsworth, Evans, E. Everett, 
Finch, Forward, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorham, Gren- 
nell, jr. Hughes, Huntington, Ingersoll, Johns, jr. 
Letcher, Lyon, Mallary, L. Maxwell, Norton, Pierson, 
Reed, Richardson, Rose, Semmes, Sill, A. Spencer, R, 
Spencer, Stanberry, Strong, Swann, Swift, ‘Taliaferro, 
‘Taylor, Test, Varnum, Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, 
E. D. White, Wickliffe, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Win- 
gate, Young——67. : 

Mr. Bailey made an unsuccessful motion further to 
amend the bill, so as to make the appropriation for fo- 
reign intercourse specific to its several objects, and then 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
to-morrow, 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
post master general, transmilting, in obedience to an or- 
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1825, a statement of the nett amount of postage accruing 
at each post office in each state and territory of the 
United States, for the year ending March 31, 1829; and 
shewing the nett amount accruing in each state and ter- 
a= which letter and statement were laid on the table. 

T * laid before the house a letter from the 
first comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a list of 
balances standing on the books of the revenue, which 
have remained unsettled by collectors of the customs and 
others, or appear to have been due more than three 
years, from the 30th of September, 1829; which letter 
and list were laid on the table. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 12. Myr. Buchanan, trom the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, to which was referred a bill rel- 
ative to a change in the naturalization laws, reported 
that it was inexpedient to make the proposed alteration. 

Mr. McDuffie, trom the committee on ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of certain harbors, and removing obstruc- 
tions at the mouths of certain rivers, which was twice 
read, &c. 

The resolution, offered last week by Mr. D. Witt 
to dispense with the draftsman of the house, from the 
committce on retrenchment, was taken up and caused an 
animated debate until the expiration of the hour allotted 
to resolutions. 

[The advocates of the resolutien contended that the sal- 


ary of the draftsman had been drawn from the contin- 


gent fund without authority ; that the office was a sinecure, 
and entirely unnecessary in the business of the house— 
while its opponents insisted thatthe draftsman had done 
work in the last year which would have cost the house 
$4,500, if executed by special contract.—This officer 
was also shown to be essentially necessary tothe pro- 
gress of the business before the committee on post 
offices and post roads, and to that on the public lands. | 

The bill making appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment for the year 1830, was read a third time and 
passed, 

The bill amending the act chartering the United States 
bank, was read athird time and passed. 

The speaker laid before the house a message from the 
president, containing a report from the secretary of war, 
relative to the continuance of the Cumberland road; 
which was referred to the committee of ways and means. 

Several private bills were considered in committee of 
the whole, which were reported to the house. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Speight in the chair. 

The committee then took up the bill for the relief of 
Johan P. Cox. On motion of Mr. JV dittlese y, the com- 
mittee rose reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

The house then went into committee of the whole; 
Mr. Hayne in the chair. 

The committee then took up the bill for the relief of 
sugiry revolutionary and other ofucers. 

After debate, Mr. Chilton moved thatthe committee 
rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

The committee retused to rise.—Ayes 55, noes 78. 

The biil was then matured, by filling the blanks, and 
the committee rose, and reported it as amended. 

Mr. Strong offered a modification to his amendment 
on the judiciary bill, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Chilton gave notice that he should, on Tuesday, 
move to take up certain resolutions which he had laid 
on the table. The house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 13. After other business, not neces- 
sary to notice just now, the resolution for abolishing the 
office of draitsman to the house was taken up; the ques- 
tion being on amotion made yesterday by Mr. Bucha- 
nan to reier it toa select committee, which he now with- 
drew—the question theo recurred on an amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Jsacks, which he also withdrew. Mr. De 
Witt then offered au amendment to the original resolu- 
tion, the eect of which was to rescind the resolution 
authorizing the first appointment of the draftsman. 

Mr. Cadilton briefly opposed the resolution, when a 
debate of a somewhat desultory character ensued, in 
which Messrs. Daniel, Chilton, Coke, Johnson of Ky. 
and ow participated, when further discussion was 
arrested by the expiration of the hour. 


The bill from the senate, providing for the settlement 
of claims of states upon the United States, was twice 
read, and referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The bill for the relief-of sundry revofutionary and 
other officers, as amended by the committee of the 
whole, was then taken up, the question being on con- 
curring in those amendments. 

After debate, Mr. Martin moved to re-commit the 
bill to the committee which reported it. 

After further debate, this motion was rejected. 

The bill wasthen ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading.—Ayes 134, noes 41. 


day, call the house to go into committee of the whole, 
for the purpose of considering a bill reported by the 
committee on manufactures. On motion of Mr. Vance 
the house adjourned. . 

Monday, Feb. 15. Amongst the numerous petitions 
presented to the house this morning, was one by Mr. 
“Vercer from James Monroe, late president of the Unit- 
ed States, for a settlement of his claims against the gov- 
ernment, for services and expenditures in the public ser- 
vice abroad, which, on motion of Mr. Archer, was refer- 
red to a select committee. 

Another of the petitions presented, was one by Mr. 
Goodenow, trom the ladies of Steubenville, Ohio, against 
the forcible removal of the Indians beyond the limits of 
the United States. Some conversation arose as to what 
disposition should be made of this petition, when, finally, 
it having been read by the clerk, it was ordered to be 
printed—ayes 86, noes 40. 

Mr. Bates, trom the committee on military pensions, 
reported a bill declaratory of the several acts to provide 
for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service 
of the United States in the revolutionary war. Read and 
committed, 

Mr. Hemphill, from the committee on internal im- 
provement, which was instructed, on the 23d of Decem- 
ber last, to inquire into the propriety of causing surveys 
to be made, of a route for a national road, from the 
city of Pittsburg to the harbor of Presque isle, on Lake 
Evie; as also, for a national road from Uniontown, in Penn- 
sylvania by the city of Pittsburg to the same point, made 
|a favorable report thereon; which was read and laid on 
the table. 

Besides the above, a number of private bills, were re- 
| ported, read and committed. ; 
| ‘The house resumed the consideration of the resolution 
| reported by Mr. De Witt, from the committee on re- 

trenchment, on the 25th of January, ult. for the diseon- 
| tinuance of the appropriation fora draughtsman for the 
| committees of the house: when it was, on the motion of 
'Mr. i ickliffe, (who expected to receive from the clerk 
to day some information on the subject), postponed until 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, it was 

déesolved, ‘Vhhat the committee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of further ex- 
tending the time for issuing military land warrants, to 
| officers and soldiers of the army of the revolution, on the 
continental establishment, and for locating the same, and 








returning surveys thereof to the generaldand office, as 
| the act upon that subject, approved the 2d of March, 


1827, expires, of its own limitation, on the 4th day of 
March next. 

On motion of Mr. Mitchell, of Md. it was 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing on the 
navy pension roll of the United States the widows of the 
officers, seamen and marines, who were on board the U. 
S. ship Hornet at the time of her loss. 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire intothe expediency of defraying the 
expense of removing the monument at the navy yard in 
Washington, erected tothe memory of Richard Som- 
ersand others, who tell in the different attacks that were 
made on the city of Tripoli, in the year 1804, to some 





| suitable place, and of repairing the injuries which it has 


sustained. 
On motion of Mr. Ellsworth it was, Resolved, That 
the committee on manufactures inquire into the expe~ 


; diency of reducing the duty on plated ware. 
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Mr. ay pened the following resolution, which was; strike out the words extending the bounty to the bro- 
a 


read, and on the table—viz: | 
Resolved, That secretary of the treasury be requested | 


‘ thers and sisters. 


Mr. Dorsey briefly explained the custom which had 


to transmit to this house, copies of the evidence upon heretofore prevailed on such eases, and expressed an 


which the benefit of the act of the 15th May, 1828, was opinion 


that the amendment ought not to prevail— 


tedto James Gibbons, for his services as an officer | The amendment was then rejected—-the blanks filled, 


during the war of the revolutiun. 


On motion of Mr. Mercer, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend-| 
ing the rules and articles of war, as to provide, that, 
whiee an officer, commanding in chief the army of the | 
U. States; or any separate corps thereof, shall be the ac- 
easer and prosecutor of any officer under his command, 
the detail of the court martial for the trial of such offi- 
cer, shall be made by the presilent of the United States, 
and the decision of the court referred directly to him. 

An engrossed bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
sundry revolutionary and other officers and soldiers, and 
for other purposes,” was read a third time and passed. 

The speakcr laid before the house the annual report of 
the commissioners of the navy pension fund, which was 
read, and ordered to be sriated. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Buchanan, went 
imto committee of the whole, and resumed the considera- 
tion ot the judiciary bill. 

Mr. Huntington addressed the committee at conside- 
rable length against the bill, after which the committee 
rose, and the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 16. The usual morning business hav- 
ing been transacted, the house took up the resolutions 
offered by Mr. Chilion, on the 9th inst. and he moved to 
commit them to a committee of the whole house on the 
state of the union; but 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the resolutions were or- 
dered to lie on the table—ayes 92, noes 6. The house 
then resumed the consideration of the motion of Mr. 
De Witt to dismiss the draftsman employed in the ser- 
vice of the house, when Mr. Wickliffe rose and addressed 
the house in favorof the motion, until the expiration of 
the hour. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Cambreleng in the chair, and took up the 
judiciary bill. Mr. Huntington concluded his remarks 
against the bill, in a speech of more than an hour. Mr 
Ellsworth, of Connecticut, followed, and addressed the 
committee at considerable length against the bill. Mr. 
Boulden ot Virginia, next took the floor, but yielded it 
for a motion to rise; when the committee rose, and the 
house adjourned. 


The following gentlemen compose the select commit- 
tee appointed to consider the claim of president Monroe: 

Messrs. Mercer, Mc Duffie, Carson, Coulter, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Taliaferro, Mitchell. 


Wednesday, Feb.17. The committees having report- 
ed, the resolution offered by Mr. De Witt, trom the 
committee on retrenchment, for abolishing the office of 
draftsman to the house, again came up for consideration. 

Mr Wickliffe concluded his remarks, taking the ground 
that the same labor might be obtained tor a much less 
sum than the salary paid the draftsman. He introduc- 
ed a letter from the secretary of war, going to show that 
the engineer corps, or the students from West Point, 
might perform the same service. Mr. W. concluded by 
offering an amendment, to the effect that the clerk should 
call upon the secretary of war whenever he should re- 
quire maps or dratts. 

Mr. Chilton followed, in opposition to the original 
resolution and Mr. Wickliffe’s amendment, and spoke 
until the hour elapsed. 

The Lill for the relief of the widows of the officers, 
seamen and marines, lost in the sloop of war Hornet, 
heing the special order of the day, was taken up. 





On motion of Mr. Dorsey, the house resolved itself in- 
to a committee of the whole on the bill, Mr. Jsacks in 
the chair. 

Mr. Speight asked for information. 


know why this bill should pass. 


He wished to 
It was a gratuity—there 


| the bill reported to the house and ordered to be engros- 


sed. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Cambreleng in the chair, and resumed the 
consideration of the judiciary bill. The particular ques- 
tion being on anamendment proposed by Mr. Strong, 
of N. York, which, after debate, was rejected. 

The house then adjourned. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate, Mr. Hayne reported, trom the commit- 

tee on naval affairs, a bill regulating the duties and pro- 
viding for the compensation of pursers inthe navy. Mr. 
Hayne \aid on the table a letter from the secretary ofthe 
navy tothe chairman of the committee on naval affairs, 
covering a plan for a navy peace establishment, and other 
papers connected with that subject; which were ordered 
to be printed. An act making appropriations for the 
Indian department, for the year 1830, was read a third 
time and passed. The senate was a short time engaged 
in executive business. On re<opening the doors, Mr. 
Foot’s resolution relative to the public lands was taken 
up, and Mr. Holmes spoke at considerable length, till, on 
motion of Mr. Webster, the senate adjourned. 
In the house of representatives, the resolution abolish- 
ing the office of draftsman was further discussed. The 
bill for the reliet of the widows, &c. of thé seamen Jost 
in the ship Hornet, was passed. The judiciary bill was 
taken up, and Mr. Wickliffe’s amendment, adding three 
judges of the supreme court, was rejected. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
December 17, 1829. Benjamin Edwurds, to be re- 
ceiver of _— moneys for the district of lands subject to 
sale at Edwardsville, in the state of [llinois, vice Emanuel 
J. West, resigned. 

Uriel Sebree, to be receiver of public moneys for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Franklin, in the state of 
Missouri, vice Thomas Smith, resigned. 

Hillary B. Cenas, to be register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at New Orleans in the 
state of Louisiana, vice Isaac F. Preston, resigned. 

January 4,1830. Hampton L. Boon, to be register 
of the land office for the district of lands subject to sale 
at Franklin, in the state of Missouri, from the 24th of 
January, 1830, when the commission of Thomas Jeffer- 
son Boggs will expire. 


January 12, 1830. Elijah Hall, to be naval officer for 
the district of Portsmouth, in the state of New Hamp- 
shire, from the 29th January, 1830, 

Martin T. Morion, to be collector of the customs for 
the district, and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
“Nantucket, in the state of Massachusetts, from the 28th 
January, 1830. 

Reuben Moores, to be surveyor and inspector of the 
revenue for the port of Hudson, in the state of New York, 
from the 3d of January, 1830. 

John S. Tapscott, to be surveyor and inspector of the 
revenue for the port of Yeocomico, in the state of Vir- 
ginia, from the 3d of January, 1830 

Thomas H. Jervey, to be surveyor, for the district, and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina, from the 3d of January, 1830. 

Thomas L. Shaw, to be collector of the customs for 
the district and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
Georgetown, in the state of South Carolina, from the 3d 
of January, 18350, 

John S. Cogdelt, to be naval officer for the district of 
Charleston, in the state of South Carolina, from the 20th 
January, 1330. 

/indrew Marchulk, to be surveyor and inspector of 
the revenue forthe port of Natchez, in the state of Mis- 


wasno claim. He was willing to extend the bounty of sissippi, from the 3d of January, 1830, 


the government to the widows, the children, and even to 


Adam D. Stewart, to be . ollector of the customs for 





the parents of those who were lost. But he moved to 


the district and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
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Michilimacinae, in the territory of Michigan, from the 
28th January 3 


Joseph S. 
Savannah, in the state of Georgia, from the 29th of Jan- 


va 1830. 

adnuary 14, 1830. Samuel Cruse, to be receiver of 
blic moneys for the district of lands subject to sale at 

. ae in the state of Alabama, from the 4th Jan. 


George W. Ward, to be register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Tallahasse, in the 
territory of Florida, from the 4th January, 1830. 

Valentine King, to be register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Opelousas, in the 
state of Louisiana, from the 28th January, 1880. 

John Caldwell,to be receiver of public moneys for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Shawneetown, in 
the state of Illinois, from the 19th February, 1830. 

_David Hodge, to be register of the land office for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Steubenville, in the 
state of Ohio, from the 19th February, 1830. 

John B. Hazard, tobe register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at St. Stephens, in the 
state of Alabama, from the 29th March, 1830. 

Mahlon D. Canfield, to be collector of the eustoms 
for the district, and inspector of the revenue tor the port 
of Great Egg Harbor, in the state of New Jersey, from 
the 28th January, 1830, when the commission of Gideon 
Leeds will expire. 

Charles Rt. Holmes, to be appraiser of goods, for the 
port of Charleston, in the state of South Carolina, vice 
John Gaillard, deceased. 

February 3, 1830. Samuel Hail, to be surveyor for 
the district, and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
Portsmouth, in the state of New Hampshire, from the 
29th of January, 1830, when the commission of James 
Ladd will expire. 

Alphonso Mason, to be surveyor of the district, and in- 
spector of the revenue for the port of Gloucester, in the 
state of Massachusetts, from the 29th of January, 1830, 
when the commission of Ebenezer Dale will expire. 

Benjamin Knight to be collector of the customs for 
the district of Marblehead, in the state of Massachusetts, 
from the 19th of February, 1850, when the commission 
of Benjamin Crownmnshield will expire. 

february 10, 1830. James Duncan, to be receiver of 
ublic moneys for the district of lands subject to sale at 

ashington, in the state of Mississippi, vice Alfred HW. 
Mc Daniel, removed. 

February 15, 1830. John W. Smith, to be surveyor 
for the district of Portland and Falmouth, and inspector 
of the revenue for the port of Portland, in the state of 
Maine, vice James J. Boyd, deceased. 

Archibald W. Hyde, to be collector of the customs for 
the district of Vermont, and inspector of the revenue for 
the port of Allburgh, in the state of Vermont, vice 
Charles K. Williams, resigned. 

William Baldwin, to be surveyor for the district and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of New Haven, in 
the state of Connecticut, vice MVilliam H. Ellis, re- 
signed. 

John McNiel, jr. to be surveyor for the district of 
Boston and Charlestown, and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Boston, in the state of Massachusetts, from 
the 20th « of January, 1830, when the commission of El- 
éridge Gerry expired. 





COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF THE U.S. 
Received by the senuteon the 5th February. 
Treasury department, 
register’s office, Feb. 3, 1830. 
Sim: In conformity to the provisions of the act of 
congress of the 10th February, 1820, entitled “an act 
to provide for obtaining accurate statements of the for- 
eign commerce of the United States.”” I have the ho- 
nor to transmit herewith, the following statements of the 
commerce and navigation of the United States, during 
the year ending on the 30th day of September, 1829, 
viz: 
No. 1. A general statement of the qoantity and value 
of merchandise imported into the United States, from 
the ‘Ist October, 1828, to the 30th September, 1829. 


1830. 
Pewt, to be naval officer for the district of 


-. 


No. S. A general statement of the quantity and valuc 
of foreign articles exported. 

No. 4. A summary statement of the same. 

No. 5. A general statement of the quantity and value 
of domestic articles exported. 

No. 6. A summary statement of the same. 

_ No. 7. A general statement of the quantity of Amer- 
ican and foreign tonnage entered into the United States. 

No. 8. A general statement of the quantity of Amer- 
ican and foreign tonnage departed from the United 
States. 

No.9. A statistical view of the commerce and naviga- 
tion of the United States. 

No. 10. A statement of the commerce and navigation 
ef each state and territory: and 

No. 11. A statement of the quantity of American and 
foreign tonnage entered into and departing from the se- 
veral distriets of the United States. 

From these statements it appears that the imports du- 
ring the year ending the 30th September, 1829, have 
amounted to $74,492,527, of which amount, $69,325,552 
were imported in American vessels, and $5,166,975 in 
foreign vessels. 

That the exports have, during the same period, 
amounted to $72,358,671 of which $55,700,193 were of 
domestic produce, and $16,658,478 of foreign produce; 
that of domestic articles, $46,974,554 were exported in 
American vessels, and $8,725,639 in foreign vessels, 
and of the foreign articles, $15,114,887 were exported 
in American vessels, and $1,543,591 in foreign vessels. 
That $72,949 tons of American shipping entered, and 
944,799 cleared from the ports of the United States; 
and that 150,743 tons of foreign shipping entered, and 
133,006 cleared pears | the same period, 

These statements have been prepared agreeably to 
the provisions of the act before referred to. The arti- 
cles exported, have been valued at their actual cost on 
the value they bore at the time of exportation in the se- 
veral ports of the United States, from which they were 
exported, and the articles imported were valued at their 
actual cost, on the value which they bore inthe foreign 
aca from whence they were imported into the United 
tates, at the time of exportation. 

I have also the honor to transmit the annual statements 
of the district tonnage of the United States; for the year 
ending on the 30th December, 1828, (No. 12, 13, & 14.) 


Tons. 95ths. 
The registered tonnage as corrected at 


this office for the year 1828, is stated at $12,619 37 
The enrolled and licensed tonnage is 

stated at 842,904 76 
The fishing vessels at 85,867 69 





1,741,391 87 





The tonnage on which duties were col- 

lected during the year 1828, amounted as 

follows: 

The registered tonnage employed in 

foreign trade, paying duty on each voyage, 
The curelied and licensed tonnage em- 

ployed in the coasting trade, paying duty 

annually, also, 

Registered tonnage employed in the 

coasting trade, paying duty on each entry 


823,732 87 


784,052 78 


Fishing vessels the same 97,405 88 
Duties were also paid on tonnage owned 

by citizens of the United States, engaged 

in foreign trade not registered 1,047 77 





Total amount on which duties were ™ 
collected ¢ 1,706,239 45 


=e 





Of the registered tonnage, amounting as 
before stated to 812,619 37 tons, there 





were employed in the whale fishery 54,621 OS 
Enrolled and licensed tonnage, also in . 
the whale fishery 180 34 
Amounting to 54,801 42 





I beg leave to subjoin a statement 





No. % A summary statement of the sare. 





| tonnage for the year 1828, compare 
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thereof, as exhibited in the preceding annual statement 
for the year 1827, with notes in relation to the increase 
of the registered and enrolled tonnage, respectively, in 
the year 1828, By this statement it appears that the 
total amount of vessels builtin the several districts of 
the United States, during the year 1828, was 
Tons. 95ths. 
45,716 66 


istered tonnage 
ee ily 52.658 87 


Envrolled do. 





98,375 58 





I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servan*, T. L. SMITH, register. 
Hon. Samt. D. Ingham, secretary of the treasury. 


{Gross amount of tonnage, after the correction of the 
ifsts in 1818 1,225,184 tons. 
‘The amount has been increased every year, until it has 
reached the aggregate of 1,706,259 tons. 
Shewing an increase of 481,055 tons in ten years, or of 
thirty three per cent. 
in the tariff year of 1824 the amount was 1,389,163 tons. 














In 1828 1,706,239 

Increase in 4 years 317,076 
Registered. Enrolled, &c. 

1818 606,088 609,095 

1828 812,619 928,871 

Increase 206,531 $19,776 


Is commefce destroyed—or do the merchants and 
others build ships that they may rot without being used? 
Note added by the editors of the Register. | 





DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 
January 20. 

Nr. Foot’: resolution being under consideration — 

Mr. Webster, of Massachusetts, said, on rising, that 
nothing had been further from his intention, than to take 
any part in the discussion of this resolution. It proposed 
om an inquiry ona subject of much importance, and 
one in regard to which it might strike the mind of the 
mover, and of other piemar that inquiry and inves- 
tigation would be useful. Although (said Mr. W.) Lam 
one of those who do not perceive any particular utility 
in instituting the inquiry, I have nevertheless, not seen 
tat harm would be likely to result from adopting the 
resolution. Indeed, it gives no new powers, and hard- 
ly imposes any new duty on the committee All that 
the resolution proposes should be done, the committee 
is quite cempetent, without the resolution, to do by vir- 
tue of its ordinary powers. But, sir, although I have 
felt quite indifferent about the passing of the resolution, 
yet opinions were expressed yesterday on the general 
subject of the public lands, and on some other subjects, 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, so widely differ- 
ept from my own, that I am not willing to let the occa- 
sion pass without some reply. lt Ideemed the reso- 
lution as originally proposed hardly necessary, still less 
do I think it either necessary or expedient to adopt it, 
since a second branch has been added to it today. By 
this second branch, the committee is to be instructed to 
inquire whether it be expedient tu adopt measures to 
hasten the sales, and extend more rapidly the surveys of 
the public lands. 

Now it appears, that,in forty years, Mr. President, 
we have sold no more than about twenty millions of 
acres of public lands, The annual sales do not now ex- 
ceed, and never have exceeded, one millions of acres. 
A million a year is, according to our experience, as much 
as the increase of population can bring into settlement. 
And, it appears, also, that we have, at this moment, sir, 
surveyed and in the market, ready for sale, two hun- 
dred. and ten millions of acres, or thereabouts, _ All 
this.vast mass, at this moment, lies on our hands, for 
mere, want.of purchasers. Can any man, looking to the 
real interests of the country and the people, seriously 
think of inquiring, whether we ought not still faster to 
hasten the poaite surveys, and to bring, still more and 
more rapidly, other vast quantities into the market? 


the surveys have, nevertheless, out-ran our wants. 
There are more lands than purchasers, They are now 
sold at low prices, and taken up as fast as the merease of 
people furnishes hands to take them up. It is obvious, 
that no artificial regulation, no forcing of sales, no giving 
away of the lands even, can produce any and sudden 
augmentation of population. The ratio of increase, though 
great, has yet its bounds, Hands for labor are multi- 
plied only at acertain rate. The lands cannot be set- 
tled but by settlers: nor faster than settlers can be 
found. A system, if now adopted, of forcing sales, at 
whatever prices, may have the effect of throwing la 
quantities into the hands of individuals, who would, in 
this way, in time, become themselves competitors with 
the government in the sale of land. My own opinion 
has uniformly been, that the public lands should of- 
fered freely, and at low prices, so as to encourage set- 
tlement and cultivation as rapidly as the increasing popu- 
lation of the country is competent to extend settlement 
and cultivation. 

Every actual settler should be able to buy good Jand, 
ata cheap rate; but,on the other hand, speculation by 
individuals, ona large seale, should not be encouraged; 
nor should the value of all lands, sold and unsold, be 
reduced to nothing, by throwing new and vast quantities 
into the market at prices merely nominal. 

I now proceed, sir, to some of the opinions expressed 
by the gentleman from South Carelina. ‘Two or three 
topics were touched by him, in regard to which he ex- 
pressed sentiments in which I do not at all concur. 

In the first place, sir, the honorable gentleman spoke 
of the whole course and policy of the government, to- 
wards those who have purchased and settled the public 
lands; and seemed to think this policy wrong. He held 
it to have been, from the first, hard and rigorous; he was 
of opinion, that the United States had acted towards 
those who had subdued the western wilderness, in the 
spirit of a step-mother: that the public domain, had been 
improperly regarded as a souree of revenue; and that 
we had rigidly compelled payment for that which ought 
to have been given away. He said we ought to have fol- 
lowed the analogy of other governments, which had act- 
ed on a much more liberal system than ours, in planting 
colonies. He dwelt, particularly, upon the settlement 
of America by colonists from Europe; and reminded us, 
that their governments had not exacted from those colo- 
nists payment for the soil; with them, he said, it had 
been thought, that the conquest of the wilderness was, 
itself, an equivalent for the soil, and he lamented that 
we had not followed that example, and pursued the same 
iiberal course towards our own emigrants to the west. 

Now, sir, ldeny, altogether, that there has been any 
thing harsh or severe in the policy of the government 
towards the new states of the west. On the contrary, I 
maintain, that it has aniformly pursued, towards those 
states, a liberal and enlightened system, such as its own 
duty allowed and required; and such as their interests 
and welfare demanded. The government has been no 
step-mother to the new states. She has not been care- 
less of their interests, por deaf to their requests; but 
from the first moment, when the territories which now 
form those states were ceded tothe union, downto the 
time in which I am now speaking, it has been the.in~ 
variable object of the government, to dispose of the soil, 
according to the true spirit of the obligation under which 
it received it; to hasten its settlement and cultivation, as 
far and as fast as practicable; and to rear the new com~- 
munities into equal and independent states, at the earliest 
moment of their being able, by their numbers, to form a 
— government. 

do not admit, sir, that the analogy to which the gen- 
tleman refers us, is just, or that the cases are at all simi- 
lar. ‘There is no resemblance between the cases upon 
whicha statesman can found an argument. ‘The ori- 
ginal North American colonists either fled from Europe, 
like our New England ancestors, to avoid persecution, 
or came hither at thew own charges, and often at the ruin 
of their fortunes, as private adventurers. Generally 
speaking, they derived neither succour nor protection 
from their governments ot home. Wide, indeed, is the 
difference between those casesand ours. From the very 
origin of the government, these western lands, and the 





The truth is, that rapidly as population has increased, 


jast protection of those who had settled or should setthe 












































486 NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. 20,1830—DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 





ere 





on them, have been the leading objects in our polic 

and have led to expenditures, bath of blood and teohenee, 
not inconsiderable: not indeed exceeding the importance 
of the object, and not yielded grudgingly or reluctantly 
certainly; but yet not inconsiderable, though necessary 
sacrifices, made for high proper ends. The Indian title 
has been extinguished at the expense of many millions. 
Is that nothing’ There is still a much more material 
consideration. These colonists, if we are to call them 
80; In passing the Alleghany, did not pass beyoud the 
care and protection of their own government. Where- 
ver they went, the public arm was still stretched over 
them. A parental government at home was still ever 
mindful of their condition, and their wants; and nothing 
was , which a just sense of their necessities requir- 
ed, Is it forgotten, that it was one of the most arduous du- 
ties of the government, in its earliest years, to defend 
the frontiers against the north-western Indians? Are 
the sufferings and misfortunes under Harmar and St. 
Clair, not worthy to be remembered. Do the occurren- 
ces connected with these military efforts shew an un- 
feeling neglect of western interests? And here, sir, 
what becomes of the gentleman’s analogy? What Eng- 
lish armies accompanied our ancestors to clear the for- 
ests of a barbarous foe? What treasures of the ex- 
chequer were expended in buying up the original title to 
the soil? What governmental arm held its «xgis over 
our father’s heads, as they pioneered their way in the 
wilderness? Sir, it was not till general Wayne’s victory, 


in 1794, that it could be said, we had conquered the sa- tery within the limits of her charter, lyin 


_ west of the river Ohio. 


vages. It was not till that period, that the government 
could have considered itself as having established an en- 
tire ability to protect those who should undertake the 
conquest of the wilderness. And here, sir, at the epoch 
of 1794, let us pause, and survey the scene. It is now 
thirty-five years since that scene actually existed. Let 
us, sir, look back, and behold it. Over all that is now 
Ohio, there then stretched one vast wilderness, unbrok- 
en, except by two small spots of civilized culture, the 
one at Marietta, and the other at Cimemnati. At these 
little openings, hardly each a pin’s point upon the may, 
the arm of the frontiersinan had levelled the forest, and 
let in the sun. These little patches of earth, and them- 
selves almost shadowed by the over hanging boughs of 
that wilderness, which had stood and perpetuated itself, 
from century to century, ever since the creation, were all 
that had then been rendered yerdant by the hand oi 
man. In an extent of hundreds, and thousands of square 
miles, no other surface of smiling green attested the 
presence of civilization, ‘The hunter’s path crossed 
mighty rivers, flowing in solitary grandeur, whose 
sources lay in remote and unknown regions of the wil- 
derness. It struck upon the north, on a vast inland sea, 
over which the tempests raged as on the ocean; all 
around was bare creation. It was fresh, untouched, un- 
bounded, magnificent wilderness. And, sir, what is it 
now? Is it imagination only, or can it possibly be fact, 
that presents such a change as surprises and astonishes 
us, when we turn our eyes to what Ohio now is? Is it 
reality, or 2 dream, that in so short a period even as 
thirty-five years, there has sprung up, on the same sur- 
face, an independent state, with a million of people? A 
million of inhabitante! an amount of population greater 
than that of all the cantons of Switzerland; equal to one- 
third of all the people of the United States, when they 
undertook to accomplish their independence. ‘This new 
member of the repubiic has already left tar behind her 
a majority of the old states. She is now by the side of 
Virginia and Pennsylvania; and, in pomt of numbers, 
will shortly admit no equal but New York herself. It, 
sir, we may judge of measures by their results, what 
lessons do these facts read us, upon the policy of the 
government? What inferences do they authorize, upon 
the general question of kindness, or unkinduess? hai 
convictions do they enturce, as to the wisdom and abill- 
ty, on the one hand, or the folly and mcapacity, on the 
other, of our general administration of western affairs? 
Sir, does it vot require som portion of self-respect in 
us, to imagine, that it ovr light had shone on the path 
of government, if our wisdom could have been consult- 
ed in its measures, a more rapid advance to strength and 
prosperity would have been experienced? For my own 


}also look with admiration at the wisdom and foresight 
which originally arranged and prescribed the system for 
the settlement of the public domain. Its operation has 
been, without a moment’s interruption, to push the set- 
tlement of the western country to the full extent of our 
utmost means. 

But, sir. to return to the remarks of the honorable 
member from South Carolina. He says that congress 
has sold these lands, and put the money into the treasu- 
ry, while other governments, acting in a more liberal 
spirit, gave way their lands; and that we ought, also, to 
have given ours away. I shall not stop to state an ac- 
count between our revenues derived from land, and our 
expenditures in Indian treaties and Indian wars. Bat, I 
must refer the honorable gentleman to the origin of 
our own title tothe soil of these territories, and remind 
him that we received them on conditions, and under 
trusts, which would have been violated by giving the soil 
away. For compliance with those conditions, and the 
just execution of those trusts, the public faith was sol- 
emnly pledged. The publiclands of the United States 
have been derived from four principal sources. First. 
Cessions made to the United States by individual states, 
on the recommendation or request of the old congress. 
Second. The compact with Georgia, in 1802. Third. 
The purchase of Louisiana in 1808. Fourth. The pur- 
chase of Florida, in 1819. Of the first class, the most 
important was the cession by Virginia, of al) her right 
and title, as well of soil as jurisdiction, to all the territo- 
to the vorth- 
It may not be ill-timed to recur 
to the causes and occasions of this and the other similar 
grants. 

When the war of the revolution broke out, a great dif- 
ference existed in different states, in the proportion be- 
tween people and territory. The northern and eastern 
states, with very small surfaces, contained comparative- 
ly a thick population, and there was generally within 
their limits, no great quantity of waste lands belonging 
to the government, or the crown of England. On the 
contrary, there were inthe southern states, in Virginia 
and in Georgia fur example, extensive public domains, 
wholly unsettled, and belonging to the crown. As these 
possessions would necessarily fall from the crown, in 
the event ofa prosperous issue of the war, it was insist- 
ed that they ought to devolve on the United States, for 
the good of the whole. The war, it was argued, was 
undertaken and carried on at the common expense ot 
all the colonies; its benefits, if suecessful, ought also to 
be common; and the property of the common enemy, 
when vanquished, ought to be regarded asthe general 
acquisition of all. While yet the war was raging, it was 
contended that congress ought to have the power to dis- 
pose of vacant and unpatented lands, commonly called 
crown lands, for defraying the expenses of the war, and 
for other public and general purposes. “Reason and jus- 
tice,”’ said the assembly of New ame in 1778, **must 
decide, that the property which existed in the crown of 
Great Britain, previous to the present revolution, ought 
now to belong to the congress, in trust for the use and 
benefit of the United States, They have tought and 
bled tor it, in proportion to their respective abilities, and 
therefore the reward ought not to be predilectionally dis- 
tributed. Shall such states as are shut out, by situation, 
from availing thernselves of the least advantage from this 
quarter, be left to sink under an enormous debt, whilst 
others are enabled, in a short period, to replace all their 
expenditures from the hard earnings of the whole con- 
federacy.”’ 

Moved by these considerations, and these addresses 
made it, congress took up the subject, and in September, 
1780, recommended to the several states in the union, 
having claims to western ‘territory, to make liberal eces- 
sions of a portion thereof to the United States; and on the 
10th of October, 1780, congress resolved, that any lands, 
so ceded in pursuance of their preceding recommendation, 
should be disposed of for the common benefit of the Unit- 
ed States; should b- settled and formed into distinct re- 
pubucan states, to become members of the federal union, 
with the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
pendence as the other states; and that the lands should be 
granted, or settled, at such times, and under such regu- 








part, while I am struck with wonder at the success, I 
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September, 1783, congress passed another resolution, ex- 
pressing the conditions on which cessions from states 
should be received; and in October following, Virginia 
made her cession, reciting the resolution, or act, of Sep- 
tember preceding, and then transferring her title to her 
north-western territory to the United States, upon the ex- 
press condition, that the lands, so ceded, should be con- 
sidered as a common fund for the use and benefit of such 
of the United States as had become or should become 
members of the confederation, Virginia inclusive, and 
should be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for thas 
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever. 
The grants from other states were on similar conditions. 
Massachusetts and Connecticut both had claims to wes- 
tern lands, and both relinquished them to the United 
States inthe same manner. These grants were all made 
on three substantial conditions or trusts. First, that the 
ceeded territories should be formed into states, and ad- 
mitted in due time into the union, with all the rights be- 
longing to other states. Second, that the lands should 
form a common fund to be disposed of tor the general 
benefit of all the states. Third, that they should be 
sold and settled, at such time and in such manner as con- 
gress should direct. 

Now, sir, it is plain that congress never has been, and 
is not now, at liberty to disregard these solemn conditions. 
For the fulfilment of all these trusts, the public faith was, 
and is, fully pledged. How, then, would it have been 
possible for congress, if it had been so disposed, to give 
away these public lands? How could they have follow- 
lowed the example of other governments, if there had 
been such, and considered the conquest of the wilderness 
an equivalent compensation for the soil? The states had 


gress has disposed of the soil in smaller and still smaller 
portions, till, at length, it sells in parcels of no more than 
eighty acres; thus patting it into the power of 

man in the country, however poor, but who has health 
and strength to become a freeholder if he desires, not of 
barren acres, but of rich and fertile soil, The govern- 
ment has performed all the conditions of the grant.— 
While it has regarded the public lands as a common 
fund, and has sought to make what reasonably could be 
made of them, as a source of revenue, it has also applied 
its best wisdom wo sell and settle them, as fast and as 
happily as possible; and whensoever numbers would war- 
rant it, each territory has been successively admitted into 
the union, with all the rights of an independent state. 

Is there then, sir, Lask, any well founded charge of 
hard dealing, any just accusation for negligence, indif- 
ference, or parsiinony, which is capable of being sustain- 
ed against the government of the country, in its conduct 
towards the new states? Sir, I think there is not. 

But there was another observation of the hon. mem- 
ber, which, l confess, did not a little surprise me. As 
a reason for wishing to get rid of the public lands as soon 
as we could, and as we might, the hon. gentleman, said, 
he wanted no permanent source ofincome. He wished 
to see the time when the government should not possess 
a shilling of permanent revenue. If he could speaka 
magical word, and by that word convert the whole capi- 
tol into gold, the word should not be spoken. The ad- 
ministration of a fixed revenue, he said, only consolidates 
the government, and corrupts the people! Sir, 1 con- 
fess I heard these sentiments uttered on this floor, not 
without deep regret and pain. 

[am aware that these, and similar opinions, are es- 





looked to this territory, perhaps too sanguinely, as a fund 
out of which means were to come to defray the expen- 
ses of war. It had been received as a fund; as a fund 
congress had bound itselfto apply it. Tohave given it 
away, would have defeated all the objects which congress 
and particular states, had had in view, in asking and ob- 
taining the cession and would have plainly violated the 
conditions, which the ceding states attached to their own 
grants. ‘ 
The gentleman admits, that the lands cannot be given 
away until the national debt is paid; because, toa part of 
that debt they stand pledged. But thisis not the origin- 
al pledge. There is, so to speak, an earlier mortgage. 
Before the debt was funded, at the moment of the cession 
of the lands, and by the very terms of that cession, every 
state in the union obtained an interest in them, as in a 
coramon tund. Congress has uniformly adhered to this 
condition. It has proceeded to sell the lands, and to re- 
alize as much from them, as was compatible with the 
other trasts created by the same deeds of cession. One 
of these deeds of trusts,as I have already said, was, that 


poused by certain persons out of the capitol, and out of 
this government, but I did not expect so soon to find 
| them here. Consolidation!—that perpetual cry, both of 
‘terror and delusion—consolidation! Sir, when gentle- 

men speak of the effects of a common fund, belonging to 
all the states, as having a tendency to consolidation, what 
do they mean? Do they mean, or can they mean, any 
thing more than that the union of the states will be 
strengthened, by whatever continues or furnishes induce- 
ments to the people of the states to hold together? If 
they mean merely this, then, no doubt, the public lands, 
as well as every thing else in which we havea common 
interest, tends to consolidation; and to this species of 
consolidation every true American ought to be attached; 
it is neither more nor less than strengthening the union 
itself. This is the sense in which the framers of the eon- 
stitution use the word consolidation; and in which sense 
[adopt and cherish it. They tell us- in the letter sub- 
mitting the constitution to the consideration of the coun- 
try, that ‘dn all our deliberations on this subject, we 
kept steadily in our view that which appears tous the 


the lands should be soid and settled, at such time and| greatest interest of every true American, the consolida- 
manner as congress shall direct. The government has. tion of our union, in which is involved our prosperity, fe- 
always felt itself bound, in regard to sale and settlement, | Acity, safety, Fath our national existence. This tm- 


to exercise its own best judgment, and not to transfer the 
discretion to others. It has not felt itself at liberty to 
dispose of the soil, therefore, in large masses, to individ- 
uals, thus leaving to them the time and manner of seitle- 
ment. Ithad stipulated to use its own judgment. If, 
for instance, in order to rid itself of the trouble of form- 


portant consideration, seriously and deeply impressed on 
our minds, led each state in the convention to be less ri- 
gid on points of inferior magnitude, than might have 
een otherwise expected.” 
This, sir, is general Washington’s consolidation.— 
This is the true constitutional consolidation. 1 wish to 





ing a system for the sale of those lands, and going into) see no new powers drawn to the general government; but 
detail, it had sold the whole of what isnow Ohio, in one} Ll confess I rejoice in whatever tends to strengthen the 
mass, to individuals, or companies, it would clearly have | bond that unites us; and encourages the hope that our 


departed from its just obligations. And who can now 
tell, or conjecture, how great would have been the evil 
of suchacourse? Who can say, what mischiefs would 


union may be perpetual. And, therefore, ! cannot but 
feel regret at the expression of such opinions as the gen- 
tleman has avowed; because I think their obvious tenden- 


have ensued, it congress had thrown these territories | cy is to weaken the bond of our connexion. I know that 
into the hands of private speculation? Or who, on the| there are some persons in the part of the country trom 


other hand, can now foresee, what the event would be, 


which the hon. member comes, who habitually speak of 


should the government depart from the same wise course | the union in terms of indifference, or eveh of disparage- 


hereafter; and, nut content with such constant absorp- 


ment. The hon. member himself is not, t trust, and can 


tion of the public lands as the natural growth of our pop- | never be, one of these. ‘They significantly declace, that 
ulation may accomplish, should foree great portions of| it is time to calculate the value of the union; and their 


them, at nominal or very low prices, into private hands, 


aim seemsto be to enumerate and to magnify all the evils, 


to be sold and settled, as, and when such holders might | real and imaginary, which the government under the 


think would be most for their own interest? Hitherto, 


sir, I maintain, congress has acted wisely, and done 


its duty onthissubject. Lhope it will continue to do it. 


union produces, 
The tendency of all these ideas and sentiments is ob- 
viously to bring the union into discussion, as a mere 


Departing from the original idea, so soon as it was found | question of present and temporary expediency—nothing 


practicable and convenient, of selling by townships, con- 





more than a mere matter of profit and loss. The union 
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to be preserved, while.it suits local and temporary pur- 
poss to.preserve it; and to be sundered whenever it shall 

found to thwart such purposes. Union, of itself, is 
considered by the disciples of this school as hardly a 
good. It isonly regarded as a possible means of good; 
or, on the other hand, as a possible means of-evil. ‘They 
cherish no deep and fixed regard for it, flowing from a 


sh conviction of its absolute and vital necessity to 


our welfare. Sir, I deprecate and deplore this tone of 


thinking and acting. I deem far otherwise of the union 
ofthe states; and so did the framers of the constitution 
themselves. What they said I believe; fully and sincere- 
ly believe, that the union of the states is essential to the 
ity and safety of the states. Iam a wmnionist, and 
in this sense, a national republican. I would strength- 
en the ties that hold us together. Far, indeed, in-my 
wishes, very far distant be the day, when our associated 
and fraternal stripes shall be severed asunder, and when 
that happy constellation under which we have risen to 
80 much renown, shall be broken up, and be seen sinking 
star after star, into obscurity and night! 
Among other things, the hon. member spoke of the 
public debt, To that he holds the public lands pledged, 
and has expressed his usual earnestness for its total dis- 
e. Sir, I have always voted for every measure for 
vesinaing the debt, since I have been in congress. I wish 
it paid because it is a debt; and, so far, is a charge Upon 
induatey of the country, and the finances of the govern- 
ment. But, sir, [have observed, that, whenever the sub- 
ject of the public debt is introduced into the senate, a 
morbid sort of fervor is manifested in regard to it, which 
I have been sometimes at a loss to understand. The 
debt is not now large, and isin a course of most rapid 
reduction. A very few years will see it extinguished.— 
Now [am not entirely able to persuade myself that it is 
not certain supposed incidental tendencies and effects of 
this debt, rather thanits pressure and charge as a debt, 
that causes so much anxiety to get rid of it. Possibly it 
may be regarded as in some degree a tie, holding the dif- 
ferent parts of the country together, by considerations of 
mantrink interest. If this be one of its effects, the effect 
itselfis, in my opinion, not tobe laraented. Let me not be 
misunderstood. I would not continue the debt for the 
sake of any collateral or consequential advantage, such as 
Ihave mentioned. I only mean to say, that that conse- 
uence itself is not one thatI regret. At the same time, 
that if there are others who would or who do regret it, 
I differ from them. 

As I have already remarked, sir, it was one among the 
yeasons assigned by the honorable member for his wish 
to be rid of the public lands altogether, that the public 
disposition of them, and the revenues derived from them, 
tends to corruptthe people. This, sir, I confess, passes 
my comprehension. These lands are sold at public auc- 
tion or taken up at fixed prices, to form farms and free- 
holds. Whom does thiscorrupt? According to the sys- 
tem of sales, a fixed proportion is every where reserved, 
asa fund for education. Does education corrupt? Is the 
schoolmaster a corrupter of youth? the spelling book, 
does it break down the morals of the rising generation? 
and the holy scriptures, are they fountains of corruption? 
or if, in the exercise of a provident liberality, in regard to 
its own property as a great landed proprietor, and to high 
purposes of utility towards others, the government gives 
portions ofthese lands to the making of a canal; or the 
opening of a road, in the country where the lands them- 
selves are situated, what alarming and overwhelming 
corruption follows trom all this? Can there be nothing 

ure in government, except the exercise of mere control? 
Jan nothing be done without corruption, but the imposi- 
tion ot penalty and restraint: Whatever is positively be- 
neficient, whatever is actively good, whatever spreads 
abroad benefits and blessings which all can see, and all 
can feel, whatever opens intercourse, augments popula- 
tion, enhances the value of property and diffuses know- 
ledge—must all this be rejected and reprobated as a dan- 
gerous and obnoxious policy, hurrying us to the double 
ruin of a government, turned into despotism by the mere 
exercise of acts of beneficence, and of a people, corrupt- 
ed beyond hope of rescue, by the improvement of their 
condition’ 
The gentleman proceeded, sir, to draw a frightful pie- 


—r ——_. 
elapse, before all the lands could be sold, and the great 
hardships that the states must soffer while the United 
States reserved to itself, within their limite such } 
portions of soil, not liable to taxation. Sir, this is all, or 
mostly imagination. If these lands were leasehold pro- 
perty, if they were held by the United States on rent, 
there would be much in the idea. But they are wild 
lands, held only till they can be sold; reserved no longer 
than till somebody will take them up, at low prices,—- 
As to their not being taxed, I would ask whether the 
states themselves, if they owned them, would tax them 
before sale? Sir, if in any case any state can shew that 
the policy of the United States retards her settlement, 
or prevents her from cultivating the land within her lim- 
its, she shall have my vote to alter that policy. But I 
look upon the public landsas a public fund, and that we 
are no more authorized to give them away gratuitously 
than to give away gratuitously the money in the treasary. 
I am quite aware, that the sums drawn annually trom the 
western states make a heavy drain upon them, but that 
isunavoidable. For that very reason, among others, I 
have always been inclined to pursue towards them a kind 
and most liberal policy, but Iam not at liberty to forget, 
at the same time, what is due to other states, and to the 
solemn engayements under which the government rests. 

Tcome now, Mr. President, to that part of the gen~ 
tleman’e speech, whieh has been the main occasion of my 
addressing the senate. The east! the obnoxious, the re- 
buked, the always reproached east! We have come in, 
sir, on this debate, for even more than a common shareot 
accusation and attack. If the honorable member irom 
South Carolina was not our original accuser, he has yet 
recited the indictment against us, with the air and tone 
of a public prosecutor. He has summoned us to plead, 
on our arraignment; and he tells us we are charged with 
the crime of a narrow and selfish policy; of endeavori 
to restrain emigration to the west, and, having that ob- 
ject in view, of maintaining a steady opposition to west- 
ern measures and western interests. And the cause af 
all this narrow and selfish policy, the gentleman finds fp 
the tariff—I think he called it the accursed policy of the 
tariff. This policy, the gentleman tells us, requires mul- 
titudes of dependent laborers, a population of paupers, 
and that it is to secure these at home, that the east oppo- 
ses whatever may induce to western emigration. Sir, I 
rise to defend the east. I rise to repel, both the charge 
itself, and the cause assigned for it. I deny that the east 
has, at any time, shewn an illiberal policy towards the 
west. I pronounce the whole accusation to be without 
the least foundation in any facts, existing either now, or 
at any previous time. I deny it in the general, and I de- 
ny each and all its particulars. I deny the sum. total, 
and I deny the retail. Ideny that the east has ever mani- 
fested hostility to the west, and 1 deny that she has adopt- 
ed any policy that would naturally have led her in such 
acourse. But the tariff! the tariff!! sir, J beg to say, in 
regard to the east, that the original policy of the tariff is 
nut hers, whether it be wise or unwise. New England 
is not itsauthor. If gentlemen will reeur to the tariff of 
1816, they will find that that was not carried by New 
England votes. It was truly more a southern, than an 
eastern measure. And what votes carried the tariff of 
1824? Certainly, not those of New England. It is 
known to have been made matter of reproach, especially 
against Massachusetts, that she would not aid the tarill 
of 1824, and a selfish motive was imputed to her for that 
also. In point of fact, it is true that she did, indeed, op- 
pose the tariff of 1824. There were more votes in favor 
of that Jaw in the house oi representatives, not only in 
each of a majority of the western states, but even in Vir- 
ginia herself also, than in Massachusetts, It was literal 
ly forced upon New Engiand; and this shows how ground- 
less, how void of all probability any charge must be, 
whieh imputes to her hostility to the growth of the west- 
ern states,as naturally flowing from a eherished policy 
ofherown. But leaving all conjectures about causes and 
motives, I go at once to the fact, and I meet it with onc 
broad, comprehensive, and emphatic negative. I deny, 
that in any part of her history, at any period of the - 
ernmeut, or in relation toany leading subject, New - 
land has manifested such hostility as is ch upon her. 
On the contrary, I maintain that, from the day of the 
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of the country has acted, either with more liber-{ ™€Asured in the growth of the states, and the extent and 
ality or more intelligence, on the subject of the western | Crease of their population. Now, sir, this great mea- 
jands, in the new states, than New England. This state-| SUre again was carried by the no ,and by the north 
ment though strong, is no stronger than the strictest alone. There were, indeed, individua elsewhere favor- 
troth will warrant. Let us look at the historical facts. able {to it; but it was supported as a Measure, entirely 
So soon as the cessions were obtained, it became neces- by the votes of the northern states. If New England had 
sary to make provision for the government and disposi- | been — by the narrow and selfish views now as~ 
tion of the territory—the country was to be governed. cribed to her, this very measure was, of all others, the 
This, for the present, it was obvious, must be by some best calculated to thwart her purposes. It was, of all 
territorial system of administration. But the soil, also things, the very means of rendering certain a vast emigra- 
was to be granted and settled. Those immense regions, tion trom her own population to the west. She looked 
large enough almost for an empire, were to be appro-| C0 that consequence only to disregard it. She deemed the 
priated to private ownership. How was this best to be| Tgulation a most useful one to the states that would 
done? What system for sale and disposition should be| 8pring up on the territory, and advantageous to the coun- 
adepted? Two medes for conducting the sales presented} tty at large. She adhered to the principle of it perse- 
themselves; the one a southern, and the other a northern| V€ringly, year after year, until it was finally accomplish- 
mode. It would be tedious, sir, here, to run out these} ¢d. 


different systems, into all their distinctions, and tocon-) Leaving then, Mr. President, these two greatand lead- 
trast their opposite results. That which was adopted] ing measures, and coming down to our own times, what 
was the northern system, and is that which we now se¢/ is there in the history of recent measures of government 
in sagsessful operation in all the new states, That which) that exposes New England to this accusation of hostility 
was rejected, was the system of warrants, surveys, €Mtl'¥s}to western interests? I assert, boldly, that in all mea- 
and location; such as prevails south of the Ohio. It 18) sures conducive to the welfare of the west since my ac 
not necessary to extend these remarks into invidiovs| quaintance here, no part of the country has manifested & 
comparisons, This last system, is that which, as has MOre liberal policy. I begto say, sir, that Ido not state 
been emphatically said, has shingled over the country 0} this with a view of claiming tor her any special regard 
whieh it was applied, with co many conflicting titles and} on that account. ‘Notat all. She does not place her su 
claims. Every body acquainted with the subject, knows | port of measures on the ground of favor conferred—far 
how easily it leads to speculation and litigation—twW0| otherwise. What she has done has been consonant to 
gyeat calamities in a new country. From the system ac-| her view of the general good, and therefore she has done 
tually established, these evils are hanished. Now, sis) it. She has sought to make no gain of it; on the contra~ 
in effecting this great measure, the first important mea-| ry, individuals may have felt undoubtedly some natural 
sure on the whole subject, New England acted with ‘acd regret, at finding the relative importance of their own 
and effect, and the latest posterity of those who settled) states diminished, by the growth of the west. But New 
north-west of the Ohio, will have reason to remember; | Engtand has regarded that as in the natural course of 
with gratitude, her patriotism and her wisdom. The things, and has never complained of it. Let me see, sir, 
system adopted was her own system. She knew, for! any one measure favorable to the west, which has been 
had tried and proved its value. It was the old fashion-| op nosed by New England since the government bestowed 
ed way of surveying lands, before the issuing of any title) its attention to these western improvements. Select 
papers, and then of mserting accurate and precise des-| what you will, if it be a measure of acknowledged utility, 
criptions in the patents or grants, and proceeding with) T answer for it, it will be found that not only were New 
Jar reference to metes and bounds.—This gives to England votes for it, but that New England votes carrie 
original titles, derived from government, a certain and it. ° Will you take the Cumberland road? who has made 
fixed character; it cuts up litigation by the roots, and the} that? Will you take the Portland canal, whose support 
settler commences his labors with the assurance that he} carried that ‘bill? Sir, at what period beyond the Creek 
has a clear title. It is easy to perceive, but not easy (| kalends, could these measures, or measures like these, 
measure, the Fe sheers of this in a new country. NeW) have been accomplished, had they depended on the votes 
England gave this system to the west and while it re-| of tne southerngentlemen? Why, sir, we know that we 
mains, there will be spread over all the west, one MONU-| myst have waited till the constitutional notions of those 
ment of her intelligence in matters of government, and gentlemen had undergone an entire change. Generally 
her practical good sense. cee Speaking, they have done nothing, and can do nothing. 
At the foundation of the constitution of these neW) AQ) that has been effected, has been done by the votes of 
north-western states, we are accustomed, sir, to prais¢} reproahed New England. | undertake to say, sir, that if 
the lawgivers of antiquity; we help to perpetuate the fame} you jook to the votes on any one of these measures, and 
of Solon and Lycurgus; but 1 doubt whether one single | strike out from the list of ayes the names of New Eng- 
law of any lawgiver, ancient or modern, has produced | tang members, it will be found that in every case, the 
effects of more distinct, marked, and lasting charactef; | south would then have voted down the west, and the mea- 
than the ordinauce of 87. That instrument, was draw! sure would have failed. 1 do not believe any one instance 
by Naraan Dang, then, and now, a citizen of Mass8-/ can pe found where this is not Strictly true. [do not be- 
chusetts. It was adopted, as I think [have understood, | Jieve that one dollar has been expended for these pur- 
without the slightest alteration; and certainly it has hap-| poses beyond the mountain, which could have been ob- 
pened to few men to be the authors of a political Me4| tained without cordial co-operation and support from 
sure of more a and a ae “ arson New England. 
forever, the character of the ulation in the vast region ‘ . 
north-west of the Ohio, by cculathig from them involan- a Sir, | ~ Sa erahemen to the west ay rt sat er 
tary servitude. It impressed on the soil itself, while it 1 saa Dey h rpg * b ys %s ry per . Oar See 
was yet a wilderness, an incapacity to bear up any other) “AF% J af aids, and bj MY op ee mom Seer 
than free men. It laid the interdict against personal ser-| | made » in measures deemed of essential importance to 
vitade, in criginal compact, not only deeper than all lo-} 0°" part of wp reat ~~ <* men OF iar — psoall 
cal law, but deeper, also, than ail local constitutions. | —OU\» 'D ye tg tis A ppctngts Eg hogar og 
Under the circumstances then existing, 1 Jook upon this oy “ay Spa ynes, New nglan le ae » tor re eT 
original and seasonable provision, asa real good attained. ai e reproach now attempted to be cast upon her, ja 
We see its consequences at this moment, and we shall| “"s respect. 
hever cease to see them, perhaps, while the Ohio shall I take liberty to repeat, that I make no claim, on bee 
flow. It wasa great and salutary measure of prevention. | half of New England, or an account of that whieh 1 have 
Sin, I should fear the rebuke of no intelligent gentleman} not stated. She does not profess to have acted out of fa- 
of Kentucky, were I to ask whether if such an ordinance} vor; for it would not become her soto have acted. She 
could have applied to his own state, while it yet WS} Solicits for no especial thanks; but, in the consciousness 
a wilderness, and vefore Boon had passed the gap of the) of having done her duty in these things, uprightly and 
Alleghany, he does not suppose it would have contribut- | honestly, and with a fair and liberal spirit, be assured she 
ed to the ultimate greatness of that commonwealth? It} will repel, whenever she thinks the occasion ealls for it, 
18, at any rate, not to be doubted, that where it did apply, | an unjust and groundless imputation of nartiality and selt- 
‘A has produced an effect not easily to he described, or! ishness. 
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The gentl ed to a report of the late secretary 
of the treasury, , according te his reading or con- 
stractien of it, reso ded what he calls the tariff pol- 
icy, or a branch ff that policy; that is, the restraining 
of em ion tothe west, for the purpose of keeping 
hands at home to carry on the manufactures. I think, 
sir, that gentleman misapprehended the meaning of 
the secretary, in the interpretation given to his conhibe 
Tanderstand him only as saying, that since the low price 
of lands at the west acts as a constant and standing boun- 
ty to agriculture, it is, on that account, the more reason 
able, to provide encouragement for manufactures. But, 
sir, even if the secretary’s observation were to be under- 
stood as the gentleman understands it, it would not be a 
sentiment borrowed from any New Enyland source.— 
Whether it be right or wrong, it does not originate in 
that quarter. 


_ In the course of these remarks, Mr. President, I have 
‘spoken of the supposed desire, on the part of the Atlan- 
tio state to check, or at least not to hasten, western 
pee rg as anarrow policy. Perhaps I ought to have 
qualified the expression; because, sir, Foes now about to 

uote the opinions of one, to whom I would impute no- 
thing narrow. fam now about torefer you to the lan- 
guage of a gentleman of much and deserved distinction, 
now a member of the other house, and occupying a 

rominent situation there. The gentleman, sir, is from 

outh Carolina. In 1825, adebate arose in the house of 
-vepresentatives, on the subject of the western road. It 
happened to me to take some part in that debate; I was 
answered by the honorable gentleman to whom I have 
alluded, and I replied. May I be pardoned, sir, If I read 
a part of this debate. 


‘<The gentleman from Massachusetts has urged,” said 
Mr. McD., ‘‘as one leading reason why the govern- 
ment should make roads to the west, that these roads 
have a tendency to settle the public lands; that they in- 
crease the inducements to settlement, and that this is a 
national object. Sir, I differ entirely from his views on 
the subjeci. I think that the public lands are settling quite 
fast enough; that our people need want no stimulus to 
urge them thither; but want rather a check, at least on 
that artificial tendency to western settlement, which we 
have created by our own Jaws. 


“The gentleman says, that the great object of govern- 
ment, with respect to those lands, is not to make them a 
source of revenue, but to get them settled. What would 
have been thought of this argument in the old thirteen 
states? It amounts to this, that those states are to offer 
a bonus of their own impoverishment, to create a vortex 
to swallow up our floating population. Look, sir, at the 
present aspect of the southern states. Inno part of Eu- 
rope will you see the same indications of decay. Deserted 
villages—houses falling to ruin—impoverished lands 
thrown out of cultivation, Sir, 1 believe that if the pub- 
lic lands had never been sold, the aggregate amount of 
the national wealth would have been greater at this mo- 
ment. Our population, if concentrated in the old states, 
and not ground down by tariffs, would have been more 
pro rous and more wealthy. But every inducement 

as been held out to them to settle in the west, until our 
population has become sparse, and then the effects of this 
sparseness are now to be counteracted by another artifi- 
cial system. Sir, I say if there is any object worthy the 
attention of this government, it is a plan which shall lim- 
it the sale of the public lands, If those lands were sold ac- 
cording to their real value, be it so. But while the gov- 
ernment continues as it now does, to give them away, 
they will draw the population of the older states, and 
still farther increase the effect which is already distress- 
ingly felt, and which must go to diminish the value of all 
those states possess. And this, sir, is held outto us as 
a motive for granting the present appropriation. 1 would 
not, indeed, prevent the tormation of roa:!s on these con- 
siderations, but I certainly would not encourage it. Sir, 
there is an additional item in the account of the benefits 
which this government has conferred on the western 
states. It is the sale of the public lands at the minimum 
price. Atthis moment we are selling to the people ot 
the west, lands at one dollar and twenty-five cents which 
are worth filteen, and which would sell at that price if 
the markets were not glutted.” 








‘‘Mr. Webster observed ‘i that ! 
from South Carolina had mistake; him, rae maees 
that itwas his wish so to hasten the sales of the public 
lands, as to throw them into the hands of purchasers 
who would sell again. His idea only went as far as this: 
that the price should be fixed as low as not to prevent 
the settlement of the lands, yet not so low as to prompt 
speculators to purchase. Mr. W. observed that he could 
not at all concur with the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, in wishing to restrain the laboring classes of popula- 
tion In the eastern states from going to any part of our 
territory, where they could better their condition: nor 
did he suppose such an idea was any where entertained, 
The observations of the gentleman had opened to him 
new views of policy on this subject, and he thought he 
now could perceive why some of our states continued to 
have such bad roads; it must be for the purpose of pre- 
venting people from going out of them. The gentleman 
from South Carolina supposes, that if our population had 
been confined tothe old thirteen states, the aggregate 
wealth of the country would have been greater than it 
now is. But sir, it is an error, that the increase of the 
aggregate of the national wealth, is the object chiefly to 
be pursued by government. The distribution ofthe na- 
tional wealth is an object quite as important as its in- 
re He was — sp that the old states, not 

“sing mn population so fast as was ex 

believed nothing like a decrease was Soclaied a 
be an idea by no means agreeable to gentlemen from 
those states; we are all reluctant in submitting to the loss 
of relative importance—but this was nothing more than 
the natural condition of a country densely populated in 
one part, and possessing in another a vast tract of unset- 
tled lands. The plan of the gentleman went to reverse 
the order of nature, vainly expecting to retain men with- 
in a small and comparatively unproductive territory “who 
have all the world before them whose to choose.” For 
his own part, he was in favor of letting population take 
its own course; he should experience no feeling of morti- 
fication if any of his constituents liked better to settle on 
the Kansas or the Arkansas, or the lord knows where 

withia our territory; let them go, and be happier if they 
could. The gentleman says, our a te of wealth 
would have been greater if our population had been re- 
strained within the limits of the old states; but does he 
not consider population to be wealth? And has not 
this been increased by the settlement of a new and fer- 
tile country? Such a country presents the most allur- 
ing of all prospects to a young and laboring man; it gives 
him a treehold—it offers to him weight and respectabili- 
ty in society; and above all, it presents to him a prospect 
of a permanent provision for his children. Sir, these are 
inducements which never were resisted, and never will 
be; and were the whole extent of country filled with popu- 
lation up to the Rocky Mountains, these inducements 
would carry that population forward to the shores of the 
Pacific ocean. Suir, itis in vain to talk; individuals wil! 
seek their own good, and not any artificial aggregate of 
the national wealth—a young, enterprising and hardy ag- 
riculturalist can conceive of nothing better to him thao 
plenty of good, cheap land.” 

Sir, with the reading of these extracts I leave the sub- 
ject. The senate will bear me witness that I am not ac- 
customed to allude to local opinions, nor to compare nor 
contrast different portions of the country. I have often 
suffered things to pass which I might properly enough 
have considered as deserving a remark, without any ob- 
servation. But I have felt it my, duty on this occasion 
to vindicate the state I represent from charges and im- 
putations on her public character and conduet, which 
i know to be undeserved and unfounded. If advanced 
elsewhere, they might be passed, perhaps, without no- 
tice. But whatever is said here, is supposed to be enti- 
tled to public regard, and to deserve public attention—it 
derives importance and dignity from the place where it is 
uttered. As a true representative of the state which has 
sent me here, it is my duty, and a duty which I shall ful- 
fil, to place her history and her conduct, her honor and 
her character, in their just and proper light, so often as 
i think an attack is made upon her, so respectable as to 
deserve to be repelled. 

Mr. W. concladed by moving the indefinite postpon¢- 
ment of the resolutien, 
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